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School Board Budget

Baxley Speaks at OBL Breakfast
Dear Friends,
The 2011 legislative session was a great 

success. Our elected leaders were able to 
tackle a variety of really difficult subject 
matters and make some key policy changes 
to improve our State, the economy and the 
quality of life in our communities.

Despite the challenging economic times 
forcing many of us to vote for some difficult 
decisions (because of the nearly $4 billion 
dollar deficit) we were able to do our Con-
stitutional duty to balance the budget. We 
made a decision, as leaders, that we would 
live within our means and not increase the 
burden on taxpayers. And we did not!

Passing a bill is a very involved process. 
Bills must be thoroughly vetted through 
multiple bi-partisan Committees and Com-
mittee Members. It must be scheduled to be 
heard on the floor of the House and Senate. 
If there are any amendments, or time just 
runs out, bills may begin to ‘die.’

Below are some of the highlights of re-
forms that came out of this session: Improv-
ing the economic climate:

We passed legislation that will complete-
ly eliminate the State Corporate Income tax 

Jackie Porter
There has been ongoing turmoil and 

unrest between the public and cost cutting 
proposals by Superintendent Yancey. Some 
costs cutting measures proposed by the Su-
perintendent are outsourcing student trans-
portation and cutting a minimal amount of 
travel expenses.  I feel his cost cutting mea-
sures aren’t deep enough and in the right 
places.

First of all, there is the issue of outsourc-
ing student transportation.  Based on a re-
cent Auditor General’s report for fiscal year 

end 2010 the number of buses and routes 
reported by the district had been overstated. 
Page 46 of the audit states: “Our review of 
the buses and their corresponding routes 
disclosed that the District had renumbered 
some of their buses to reflect the transporta-
tion zone that the buses transported students 
in (Ref. 51).” The report also notes that 
24 routes “were missing and could not be 
located.”Ladies and Gentlemen…the over-
stating of buses and routes in operation is 
inexcusable.

Republican Business Council
By Tom Loury
The RBC held their monthly luncheon. 

This luncheon has multiple purposes. This 
month it was to meet the candidates for 
Sheriff. Sheriff Ed Dean will not be running 
again. Throwing their hat in the ring is Dan 
Kuhn and Chris Blair. The candidates are 
clearly different. 

Chip Morris was the moderator from The 
Sky 97.3. He did a great job shooting ques-

tions at the candidates one after another.
Chris Blair comes from law enforcement 

rank and file and says he knows what Marion 
County needs, “More Boots on the ground!” 
He is retired and has been working unsolved 
cases on his own time.

Dan Kuhn is more of an administrator. 
His analogy is “You don’t want a football 
coach out on the field tackling players. He 
wants to be the coach. Encourage, direct and 
make sure he has the right player in the right 
place. The officers need to be ready for what 
is coming, no matter what it is.

At this point both candidates appear to be 
very capable. Watch them close to see which 
one emerges as the leader. I am withholding 
my decision until later in the season. (Continued on Page 2)

Dennis Baxely recently spoke at a Ocala 
Business Leaders breakfast. While there he 
spoke about things that he was trying to do 
to help improve the business enviroment. 
He took many hard questions and answered 
them honestly. Dennis is passionate about 
this country and Marion County. I believe 
he is making difference. The following is a 
letter he recently sent. (Continued on Page 6)

Dennis Baxley

Medals Awarded

MARION COUNTY, Fla. (June 17, 
2011) – On Sept. 26, 2010, Lt. Scott Gra-
gen, Firefighter/Paramedic Michael Hoover, 
Firefighter/Paramedic Marshall Runkles and 
Firefighter/Paramedic Greg Stroud on right-
Fire Chief M. Stuart McElhaney. Anthony 
Station 1 responded to a structure fire, ar-
riving within four minutes. Moments after 
firefighters arrived, they were advised a vic-
tim was still inside the double-wide mobile 
home. 

With heavy flames surging through the 

roof, firefighters immediately went inside to 
search for the victim and brought her outside 
to receive treatment. While the victim did 
not survive, the crew executed this call with 
precision, speed, teamwork and excellent 
communication. For their involvement in 
an act of bravery and for showing initiative 
and capability during this fire fatality in An-
thony, Gragen, Hoover, Runkles and Stroud  
were awarded the Medal of Commendation 
at Friday’s ceremony.  Pictured on right was 
Fire Chief M. Stuart McElhaney.
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Ellen B. Wilcox

MONEY MATTERS

Most folks don’t plan to fail;  they just 
fail to PLAN!

I encountered extreme sadness recently 
when a friend informed me of the sudden 
death of his young son.  Of course I offered 
my condolences and also my help with any 
fi nancial counseling the widow and other 
family members might want or need.

In working with the bereaved family, it 
became immediately apparent that money 
problems were many and satisfactory solu-
tions were few.  There were fi nal expenses, 
the necessary sale of a small business, chil-
dren to provide for and rather signifi cant 
personal debts including fi nanced vehicles, 
a boat and multiple credit cards already in 
arrears.  And, the biggest blow of all, no life 
insurance!  I managed to stifl e a scream, and 
my only audible comment was a simple, Oh, 
my!

Life insurance is an essential part of any 
fi nancial plan, no matter how affl uent or 
how modest the family conditions.  How-
ever, life insurance is so basic that many Fi-
nancial Advisors donít even review it during 
the planning process.  I often fi nd that Life 
Insurance hasn’t been reviewed in years!  
In many families, it is been purchased long 
ago, and never reviewed or updated. New 
products and new benefi ts appear frequently, 
so failing to review, update or revise exist-
ing contracts can often be detrimental to an 
overall fi nancial plan. 

Many older adults are ineligible for life 
insurance due to pre-existing health condi-
tions, so it’s vitally important that young 
people, especially those with children, mort-
gages and ancillary debts, have adequate in-
surance to provide for survivors.  One of the 
great benefi ts of insuring a life at an early 
age is that it can often insure the future in-
surability of the individual covered.

As a senior citizen, one of the nicest gifts 
to a new grandchild is a gift of a small life 
insurance policy.  Another  great idea is to 
discuss insurance with young adult children 
when they marry and begin to take on the 
roles of spouse and parent.

In all cases, a review of life insurance is a 
fi nancial MUST DO at least every two years 
or whenever a major event such as birth, 
death or illness occurs.

Ellen B Wilcox is a Registered Princi-
pal with, and offers securities through, LPL 
Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.  Ms Wil-
cox is President and CEO of Wilcox Wealth 
Management, which is not affi liated with 
LPL.  She may be reached at  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:Ellen@ellenwilcox.com” Ellen@
ellenwilcox.com or  HYPERLINK “http://
www.ellenwilcox.com” www.ellenwilcox.
com .

The opinions expressed in this material 
are for general information only and are not 
intended to provide specifi c advice or rec-
ommendations for any individual.  To deter-
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mine which investment(s) may be appropri-
ate for you, consult your Financial Advisor 
prior to investing.  All performance data 
reference is historical and is no guarantee 
of future results.  All indices are unmanaged 
and cannot be invested into directly.

There is no guarantee that a diversifi ed 
portfolio will enhance overall returns or 
outperform a non-diversifi ed portfolio.  Di-

versifi cation does not ensure against market 
risk.

Stock investing involves risk including 
loss of principal.

International investing involves special 
risks such as currency fl uctuation and politi-
cal instability and may not be a suitable for 
all investors.

(Continued from Page 1)
School Board Budget
A May 28, 2011 student transporta-

tion report issued by Marion County Pub-
lic Schools to the Florida Department of 
Education indicates 23,563 students rode 
buses this year; however, this number has 
not been audited.  The public has been told 
for months from the Superintendent’s offi ce 
that 29,000 students are transported every 
day.  The information released to the public 
and the press was overstated by 23%!!  The 
previous error in reporting student transpor-
tation numbers by the Superintendent’s of-
fi ce, including their overstatement of buses 
and routes, leads me to question the savings 
of $700,000 claimed by the Superintendent.  
As I have said before, I am not in favor of 
outsourcing student transportation because 
the cost savings have not been proven to jus-
tify the amount of risk placed on the School 
District.

Another proposed cut by the Superin-
tendent was for to reduce 1/2 of the out-of-
county travel for all employees at a savings 
$100,000.  When I read this calculation it 
seemed too low. Expenditures for travel in-

clude seminars, conferences, staff training, 
registration fees, meals, lodging, and mile-
age reimbursements. Finance provided me 
with an analysis of travel.  The out-of-coun-
ty travel costs were reported at $519,000 for 
this year.  The report also showed in-coun-
ty-travel to be $310,000.  A grand total of 
$829,000 just this year! My proposal is to 
eliminate all travel expenses.

There are many departmental budgets 
which comprise the main school district 
budget.  Those budgets are not available 
for me to scrutinize and remain the duty of 
the Superintendent.  I do not support tax in-
creases, I do support a complete review of 
all department’s non-essential expenses. I 
also proposed a 10% cut for salaries of the 
Superintendent, School Board Members, 
Deputy Superintendents, Executive Direc-
tors, Directors, Supervisor I, Coordinator I 
& II, and HACC Program Manager.  This 
cut would save about $575,000.

Please visit my website with videos, pho-
tos, and documents including the staffi ng 
plan with salaries at www.jackieporter.com.
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R E T I R E M E N T   C O M M U N I T Y

Local 14-year-old driver and racecar at 
Ocala Downtown Square June 24

OCALA, Fla. --- Don’t let that boyish 
charm and innocent smile fool you: When 
Jake Perkins goes up against grown men, he 
races to win.  Jake and his No. 59 machine 
(www.nobrakejake.com) was the center of 
attention for the Cars 2 Grand Prix Celebra-
tion on the Downtown Ocala Square de-
signed to raise the visibility of the Marion 
Theatre. He was available for autographs 
and photos Friday June 24. “I really appreci-
ate a chance to be a part of this special day,” 
said young Jake, “and I’m looking forward 
to making new friends and fans.”

“Jake would never do anything to disre-
spect another driver,” said his father Carter 
Perkins, an Ocala dentist, “but by the same 
token he’s not going to get pushed around out 
there.” So don’t get the idea he’s some kid in 
a go-cart. He races late models all over the 
state and competes at a high level. Twice he 

has fi nished in the top ten. And the way he 
has progressed, if there are enough sponsors 
Jake will go racing at a near full-time pace 
next year.  An “A” student, he will attend 
an accelerated program at Belleview High 
School in the fall which will allow him to be 
absent for races and make up the work.

Young Perkins is also a golfer, tennis 
player, basketball player and soccer player. 
Jake plays the piano and the clarinet in the 
school band. His fi rst love, though, is rac-
ing, something he hopes to do all his life. He 
started his driving career in January of 2005 
and knew right away it’s what he wanted to 
do. “I hope to be doing it forever,” he said. 
“Whether I make it to NASCAR or not, 
which is an ultimate goal, I’d like to be do-
ing this my whole life. It’s just something 
that I love to do. We’re working on sponsor-
ships and stuff so we can keep on going and 
work our way up.”

No Brake Jake Headlines Cars 2 Celebration
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Netanyahu told Obama pretty clear!!! 
Talk about telling him where to get off! 
He’s even got the unions mad at him – they 
only spent $400 million to get him elected. 
I listened to the president of the AFL-CIO 
talking to the National Press Club (talking 
to the choir since they are all liberals any-
way) and he threatened to take away their 
support for re-election. An idle threat, since 
where would they go with their money – 
certainly not to Republicans. This  president 
of the AFL-CIO boasts of going to the White 
House 47 times and having access there any 

time he wants. By the way, the world was 
supposed to come to an end!

*****
Senator Loren Colburn has been the 

watchdog for the people on some of these 
earmarks. For instance 1.5 million dollars 
on a robot that folds laundry research. How 
would that help the American people? Here 
is one - studying the effects of putting a 
shrimp on a treadmill.  Again why? There 
was even one on jello wrestling in Alaska.

Earmarks should be deemed illegal. Vote 
on the issue, no earmarks, no distractions 

just pure issue.
*****
I have not been in agreement with some 

issues with the Sheriff of Marion County. 
The Willow program is a “Work in lieu of 
Arrest.” Some years back I got involved 
because the Willow program was putting 8 
and 9 year olds in with 17 year olds to work 
on the Sheriff prison farm. I managed to get 
the 8 and 9 year olds out of the program - 
buuuuut there is still a lot to do. The 10, 11,  
and 12 year olds should not be with the older 
prisoners. They are being recruited by them. 
The other thing that is so blatantly wrong is 
that they are using the school resource of-
ficers to introduce students into the system 
and the schools are allowing it. These should 
be two different issues. The school should 
take care of their own problems and not send 
any kids to a prison work farm. Instead of 
teaching kids to respect and listen to police 
officers they are teaching hate. 

If a school rule is broken? Keep the stu-
dent an extra hour or more at school clean-
ing up the ground or studying.

Back to the Willow program. Scare tac-
tics are used to sign the kids in. The parent, 
mostly the mothers are told (usually at the 
school) we are going to handcuff your child 
and take them to jail or you can sign them 
into this work program, they can go home 
with you. They are taken to the Sheriff’s 
work farm and expected to work on a Sat-
urday. I agree with the program, but not the 
way they are signed in and not the younger 
children in with the older teenage offend-
ers.

When I got involved before, after it was 
all over I received a letter of thanks from the 

State Juvenile authorities because they know 
right from wrong. They thanked me for get-
ting involved. I actually got thanks from 
several deputies who are no longer there.

We need to take the 10, 11, and 12 year 
olds out of that program, or keep them sepa-
rate from the older offenders. The offenses 
on the street are very different than the ones 
in the schools.

Talk to these new candidates about the 
changes you would like to see. That would 
be the School Board and the Sheriff candi-
dates. I had hundreds of people talking to me 
about the Willow program and they agreed it 
was not right to expose the young kids to the 
older offenders and they felt it should not be 
part of the school system. 

This has nothing to do with the officers 
on the street but it has everything to do with 
policy, make it stop!

Now is the time to make a difference!
*******
Superintendent Yancey
Tuesday June 14 school board meeting 

Jim Yancey did not attend. Missing were the 
two chief finance people.  

Interesting and disturbing that 10 days 
before two of the most life changing deci-
sions in Marion County School history, (go-
ing to a 4-day school week affecting 41,000 
children and privatising student transporta-
tion affecting nearly 350 employees lives,) 
the Superintendent and his top finance direc-
tors were out of town, instead of answering 
phone calls and crunching numbers.

It is my opinion that any one of the School 
Board members that vote for privatising 
transportation can be held liable in case of 
injury or death of a student, because of ne-
glect of the vendor. For instance a student is 
hurt or worse. A twenty million dollar law-
suit is filed. The vendor files bankruptcy and 
folds. WHO IS LIABLE then?  I believe the 
lawyers could say if the school system was 
running transportation this would not have 
happened.

The other thing that bothers me is the 
report from a recent Auditor General’s re-
port for fiscal year end 2010.  The number 
of buses and routes reported by the district 
had been overstated. Page 46 of the audit 
states: “Our review of the buses and their 
corresponding routes disclosed that the Dis-
trict had renumbered some of their buses to 
reflect the transportation zone that the buses 
transported students in (Ref. 51).” The re-
port also notes that 24 routes “were missing 
and could not be located.”

If this means what I think it does, fund-
ing could be in jeopardy and was it done for 
funding purposes or was it an error? This 
means the figures given to the vendors bid-
ding on the transportation is wrong. 

While all of the above is going on the 
School Board approved 2.8 million dollars 
to buy the fuel for buses that they are talk-
ing about privatising. The comment was 
made that they could buy it cheaper than the 
vendor. What does this mean? Is the school 
Board going into the business of selling 
fuel? Do they have a license for this? Man 
this is getting deeper and more complex. 
What ever happened to keeping it simple? 

The people need to go to these meetings 
because everything they do affects your tax 
dollars.
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ONE PERSON’S OPINION

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:
Everyone has an agenda.
The small, the tall, the rich, the poor, the 

old, the young, the obese, the skinny, the lib-
eral, the conservative, the gay, the straight, 
the religious, the atheist. Each of us had bet-
ter decide if our particular agenda is worth 
the risk of losing our freedom, and our entire 
way of life, forever.

What does this mean?
Familiar example: SS and medicare are 

the agenda for the elderly, and these pro-
grams are in big trouble. Mention the word 

“reform”, and seniors go ballistic. Even 
when they will not be affected by the reform. 
Seniors are that paranoid about their agenda. 
Without reform both of these programs are 
going to eventually die. This seems short-
sighted, and foolhardy. If it needs to be 
fixed, and it can be fixed, why not fix it?

Everyone else is just as short-sighted 
about their agenda. How, can we survive 
so much discord? What about the BIG PIC-
TURE? Does anyone care about the BIG 
PICTURE?  If we go down in flames, what 
do these puny agendas matter? There is a 

Call today to fi nd out how
you can volunteer to help
before a disaster strikes.

MAGGIE “MICKI” MIDDLETON
352.629.0137 ext. 2001
marionmrc@doh.state.fl .us

No medical experience necessary
www.marioncountymrc.com • www.medicalreservecorps.gov

MAGGIE “MICKI” MIDDLETON
352.629.0137 ext. 2001

Volunteer today
PREPAREDNESS STARTS WITH YOU

world out there that is bigger than “ME”, 
and there are people with global agendas.

These globalists are waiting for the col-
lapse of America. They have big plans for 
all of us. Plans none of us are going to like. 
They relish using these small agendas like 
SS and medicare as scare tactics to scare 
small agenda groups, and the small groups 
buy into it. When the globalists take over, 
small group agendas are out the door.

What lies ahead? Now: I have a hangnail, 
and demand Medicare pay for this proce-
dure. Or, I have a choice between taking the 
hangnail off myself, or, becoming a New 
World Order Slave? Think I will take the 
dratted hangnail off myself, thank you very 
much.

What is your choice: Your agenda, or 
their agenda?

What good is your agenda when America 
collapses, and the slave masters take over?

It cannot, never will, happen here in 
America, you say. We have survivors of the 
last two holocausts living in our midst; ask 
them. It happens in a blink, when the time 
is ripe. Globalists are patient, persistent, and 
committed to winning.

What to do: Stick with my puny agenda, 
or, live free. Free, free. free, I choose free. 
What’s your choice? 

D.I. L.
*****
Dear Editor: 
Here we go again!  Because some people 

cannot behave, act like grown-ups, be fair, 
be honest, everyone must be dragged down 
to their level. We are constantly being forced 
to the lowest, lowest, lowest common de-
nominator. 

Who wants to live like that? It makes 
life difficult for those who do have common 
sense, and a moral compass. Constantly oth-
ers have to accommodate those who do not 
have a shred of a conscience. 

What is a business to do when its mer-
chandise is walking out the door unpaid for? 
They take out their self serve lanes, that is 
what they do. 

It matters not that those lanes were a tre-
mendous convenience to those who used 
them, honestly. 

Why? Why do we keep tolerating this 
type of behavior, and allow these crooks to 
make our lives complicated, and inconve-
nient? Every time I must once again stand, 
and wait in a long line, I will not be happy, 
and I will be muttering under my breath. 
Where are the crooks now? They are off 
pulling another scam on some unsuspect-
ing business. What do these people say to 
God, if they go to church on Sunday? Why 
bother? 

If you have never been poor, you might 
be inclined to find excuses for such behav-
ior. However, if you have been poor, there 
is NO rationalization for such behavior. 
Doing without TV’s or cell phones, or fan-
cy clothes, yeah, even food is no big deal. 
Many of us did it for prolonged periods of 
time.  We were patient and waited until we 
were able to afford such things, and then pay 
for them. It did not kill us. 

This lane problem is happening at the 
bottom of society, but this kind of mental-
ity exists at the top of the heap as well. This 
phenomenon is not a matter of strata, but a 
sense of entitlement. Some of us are more 
entitled than others. I had to be one of the 
unlucky ones, born with common sense, and 
a conscience. Drat!!!! No free stuff for me. 

D.I. L.
*****
Dear Editor: 
Where are the leaders of Marion County: 

Political, Social, and Economic? Come out, 
come out wherever you are! 

Do these leaders have any allegiance, 
concern, or loyalty to Marion County, any 
interest in seeing Marion County prosper? 
Why must any community sit like fledglings 
in a nest waiting to be fed by others? 

What did the founders do? There was no 
one to help them. They did it themselves. 

(Continued on Page 7)
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Baxley Speaks at OBL Breakfast
on 15,000 small businesses.

We passed unemployment reform de-
creasing the burden in small businesses

We eliminated the liability for employers 
wishing to hire people with developmental 
disabilities

We loosened up some growth manage-
ment restrictions that will allow improve-
ment of new areas

The Governor created a new Depart-
ment of Economic Opportunity to reach his 
700,000 jobs goal in 7 years 

- Sanctity of life:
We re-aligned the Choose Life specialty 

license plate to work like all the other spe-

(Continued from Page 1) cialty plates, allowing the funding to go 
directly to the Choose Life organization in 
support of non-profi t organizations who as-
sist women that choose adoption.

We asked Congress to ratify the Parental 
Rights Amendment limiting a minor’s op-
portunity to seek an abortion without paren-
tal approval and revised the procedure for 
judicial waiver, again trying to involve the 
parents in the process.

We are requiring that women seeking an 
abortion fi rst be shown an ultrasound of the 
child they are carrying.

- Resolutions that are planned to appear 
on the ballot in 2012:

The public funding of abortion resolution 

bill was the most signifi cant piece of legisla-
tion of my entire tenure. It will allow Florid-
ians to have the opportunity to vote to end 
the taxpayer funding of abortions in 2012 
and to align our State with the U.S. Consti-
tution on abortion law. We look forward to 
working with you in the coming months to 
get this measure approved by voters.

Residents of Florida State will have an 
opportunity to align our State Constitution 
with U.S. Constitution whereas no individu-
al or entity may be denied State funding on 
the basis of religious identity or belief.

- Education:
We were able to create a better system 

for our students by increasing accountability 
and opportunity for our teachers. 

- Prison reform:
The Department of Corrections and De-

partment of Juvenile Justice Secretaries set 
a new direction for these agencies. We in-
stituted new initiatives to reduce recidivism 
and keep the mentally ill and lower-level 
drug offenders out of prisons

We are moving kids to a civil citation 
system to keep them out of jail and prison

We expanded faith-based programming 
and re-entry programming

We sought to be ‘right on crime, not just 
‘tough on crime’

- Secure elections:
A lot has been said about the elections 

bill. This legislation was necessary to ensure 
the integrity of our voting process. Election 
Day is NOT a voter registration event. We 
heard reports of people that lived in another 
city and traveled to vote in a City Council 
election. Because they were able to change 
their address at the polling place, they were 
able to vote in another city’s election – even 
though they didn’t live there! This bill also 
helps place Florida in a more infl uential role 
for the Presidential Preference Primary. We 
are a battleground State and believe that we 
should have more say in our Republican 
Presidential nominee.

Thank you for your prayers and encour-
agement.

Onward and upward, 
Dennis K. Baxley
Representative, House District 24
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We do it all
Transmission • Brakes • A/C Repair • Etc.

A&B Automotive Repair
Complete Auto Repair

Full Service Lawn 
Mower Repair

352-351-0031
352-219-9611

2200 NE 36th Avenue
Ocala, FL  34470
• Small Engine Repair
• Pressure Washers
• Lawnmowers
• Walkbehinds
• Chainsaws
• Generators
• Tillers
• Riders
• Blowers
• Edgers
• Go Carts
• We Service All Makes & Models
• Pick-up & Delivery Available
• Serving All of Marion County

“We Come to You!”
• Commercial
• Residential
• Industrial
• Sales & Service of The Boss

ONE PERSON’S OPINION

Letters to the Editor

Are we any less capable? 
Isn’t there enough brain power, brawn 

power, and money { we may need to raise a 
little investment capital} to rescue this coun-
ty on our own? Or, do we continue to wait 
for the business fairy to show up? 

Why do we sit with our “Woe is me” at-
titude? There are so many overpriced, faulty 
{really bad}, poorly designed, inferior qual-
ity products on the market. Surely, we can 
find something to make cheaper, and of a 
better quality than we currently import. This 
is how we fight back. 

When America exported goods, they were 
of a superior quality. We strove for qual-

(Continued from Page 5) ity. That ethic no longer exists among the 
exporters of today. We import high priced 
junk. This is fiscal rape. 

May I suggest a product? For 50 years I 
have driven a top of the line luxury car, and 
never had to have a gasket replaced. Within 
the past year, 3 small gaskets needed to be 
replaced, to the tune of $3000. Surely, we 
can once again make a quality gasket. 

The list of products could go on ad infi-
nite until it reached book length. 

Today’s export countries want to get rich 
quick, and we are their patsy. 

Our do it yourself America, or, Marion 
County attitude: What ever happened to 
that? The gauntlet is thrown, who will pick 
it up? 

D.I. L.

During the American Revolution, the 
legal separation of the Thirteen Colonies 
from Great Britain occurred on July 2, 1776, 
when the Second Continental Congress vot-
ed to approve a resolution of independence 
that had been proposed in June by Richard 
Henry Lee of Virginia.  After voting for in-
dependence, Congress turned its attention 
to the Declaration of Independence, a state-
ment explaining this decision, which had 
been prepared by a Committee of Five, with 
Thomas Jefferson as its principal author. 
Congress debated and revised the Declara-
tion, finally approving it on July 4. A day 
earlier, John Adams had written to his wife 
Abigail:

“The second day of July, 1776, will be 
the most memorable epoch in the history 
of America. I am apt to believe that it will 
be celebrated by succeeding generations as 
the great anniversary festival. It ought to be 
commemorated as the day of deliverance, by 
solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It 
ought to be solemnized with pomp and pa-
rade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, 
bonfires, and illuminations, from one end 
of this continent to the other, from this time 
forward forever more.”

Adams’s prediction was off by two days. 
From the outset, Americans celebrated inde-
pendence on July 4, the date shown on the 
much-publicized Declaration of Indepen-
dence, rather than on July 2, the date the 
resolution of independence was approved in 
a closed session of Congress.

Our History
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Free In-Home Consultation

1-866-942-1225

Creative Vinyl Systems

Patio Enclosures
• Vinyl
• Glass
• Acrylic
• Screen

30 Day money Back Guarantee

STATE CERTIFIED CBC1252878

FREE 
Estimates

5 Day 4 Night 
Carribean Cruise for 2 

for the first 20 contracts 
(In excess of $3,000)

Taxes & Port Charges Not 
Included

Not valid on existing or prior contracts, 1 per household, not valid 
with any other offer, time management offer Expires 7/31/11.

FREE
Heat Shield Glass

Coupons May Not Be Combined With Any Other Offer. Must 
Present Coupon At Time Of Estimate. Not Valid On Previous 
Contracts.  Expires 7/31/11.

Gutter Filter
Never Clean Your Gutters Again

48 Months 
LOW Interest 

Financing
Offer Expires 7/31/11

Senior Special
Villages Resident Owned

CERTIFIED MEDICAL SYSTEMS

Marion County’s Largest Inventory New and Used

At Certified 
Medical Systems, 

Tom the Boss 
says:

“You are not just a 
customer, you’re a 

friend for life”

237-4146 Toll Free
1-877-322-0873

6225 SW Hwy 200 Ocala, FL • Across from Jasmine Square

• Auto Lifts installed and serviced
• 16 years in the mobility industry
• Ocala’s largest inventory
• Factory trained sales and service personnel
• Satisfaction guaranteed
• Medicare, insurance & third party billing

Psychic Readings By Marie
I specialize in:
  • Tarot Card Readings
  • Crystal Healing

All readings are private and confidential.
For an appointment, please call:

454-9660
Se Habla Espanol

907 SE 17th Street, Ocala, FL  34471

LIFE COACH
SPIRITUAL HEALING • ENERGY WORK •

CHARKA BALANCING • SPIRITUAL CLEANING

• I will read and 
reveal your entire 
life without asking 

you a single 
question.

• I am a true, 
honest psychic, 

here to help you.

  • Spiritual Healing
  • Energy Work
  • Chakra Balancing

MARION COUNTY, Fla. (June 14, 
2011) – Due to dry conditions, the Marion 
County Multi-Agency Wildland Task Force 
recommended to extend the mandatory burn 
ban for Marion County today. Marion Coun-
ty Board of County Commissioners Chair-
man Stan McClain approved and signed the 
original emergency order on May 31.  

The burn ban prohibits campfi res and all 
open burning, excluding attended and moni-
tored barbeque and cooking equipment.  The 
burn ban also prohibits the use, ignition or 

discharge of any type of explosive com-
pounds, fi reworks, fl ares or sparklers. If citi-
zens are caught violating the burn ban, they 
could face fi nes and other consequences. 
However, commercial burners may still be 
eligible for a burn permit on a case by case 
basis pending onsite inspections from the 
Florida Division of Forestry and/or Marion 
County Fire Rescue. For more information 
citizens should call the Division of Forestry 
at 352-955-2010 or Marion County Fire 
Rescue 352-291-8000.  

Mandatory Burn Ban The average drought index, based on 
a scale from 0 to 800, is currently 643 in 
Marion County. Any number above 500 
is considered a wildfi re danger zone. The 
drought index coupled with lack of rainfall, 
dry weather, low humidity and gusting wind 
prompted the task force to take action.  As 
an alternative to outdoor burning, Marion 
County residents may take up to two cubic 
yards of debris (leaves, scrub clippings and 
small branches) to the Marion County land-
fi ll or recycling centers for free. 

Meanwhile, fi refi ghters urge citizens to 
follow these safety tips: 

Delay outside burning until the manda-
tory burn ban is lifted. 

Take yard debris to Marion County’s 
landfi ll or recycling centers, a safer alterna-
tive to backyard burning. Citizens should 
call 352-671-8465 for more information.                                    

Immediately report arson or other suspi-
cious activity to law enforcement. 

Use vehicle ashtrays; don’t throw ciga-

rette butts out the window. 
Use caution when mowing or working 

with other equipment that could spark. 
If you spot a fi re or large column of 

smoke, call 911. 
For more information about the burn ban, 

visit www.marioncountyfl .org <http://www.
marioncountyfl .org> . 

The Marion County Multi-Agency Wild-
land Task Force formed shortly before the 
unprecedented 1998 wildfi re season. Over 
the last decade, fi refi ghters and other public 
safety professionals from local city, county, 
state and federal agencies have met on a rou-
tine basis to discuss wildfi re conditions, call 
load, manpower capabilities, wildfi re tactics 
and public education campaigns. The Wild-
land Task Force makes recommendations, to 
the Marion County Board of County Com-
missioners to implement mandatory burn 
bans based on participating agencies’ feed-
back. 
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Running Running 
Short?Short?

Let the Seniors Voice and Ocala Let the Seniors Voice and Ocala 
DownTown Expose your Business . . . to DownTown Expose your Business . . . to 

the Most Stable Market in the World!the Most Stable Market in the World!

804-1223804-1223

DO-IT-YOURSELF
SAVE 30% OR MORE

RETAIL STORE OPEN
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8 AM-4 PM

OSWALD ALUMINUM
5190 NW HWY 441, OCALA

622-5748
FREE ESTIMATES 

FOR INSTALLATION
STATE CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR • SCC131149834

LICENSED / INSURED

Custom
WINDOW SYSTEMS
“It’s as easy as 1-2-3”

Step by step Instructions • Free Expert Installation Advice 
  If you can handle a drill and level you can install 

your own windows or screens!

N eed  your Lanai 
S creened?

M ade to  O rder 
S creenw all K its !

CUSTOMIZED WINDOWS  • 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

980 Del Mar Drive, The Villages, FL  32159                    (352) 430-0535

At Foot Solutions, our experts understand feet and 

all the problems they may encounter.  With the use 

of state-of-the-art technology, we can assess your unique 

needs and provide a customized solution for you.

      •   Over 85% of Americans wear improperly fitted shoes.
           Our experts will properly fit or modify your shoes to
           ensure the perfect fit, which is critical for diabetics!

      •   We help alleviate and prevent problems like foot pain.
            bunions, hammertoes, plantar fascitis and much more!

When your feet  feel  good,
you feel  good

come in  for a free foot analysis

By Charlotte Poss 
I am sure that everyone has by now, heard 

all the many promises that are being made 
by those who are seeking to be elected to a 
government position. 

In some ways, they all sound like the 
news broadcast and their commercials on 
T.V.  

How many times have you heard a news-
caster state, “Tune in on Monday at the 11 
pm news to hear about the utility scam in 
you neighborhood that is costing you hun-
dreds of dollars”.  You hear this on Thursday 
or Friday and they want you to wait until 
Monday to fi nd out how to protect yourself. 
The news media does this on many crime is-
sues and  rapist in the area to list just a few. 

The men and women running for offi ce 
are doing the same thing to all of us.  They 
contend that they know how to save the 
economy, make new jobs, get the country 
out of debt, etc, etc.,  These people hold an 
offi ce to represent the people of our country.  
If they have the knowledge and means to do 
the things that they brag they can do, why 
don’t they do it.  

I for one am tired of hearing “If I am 
elected as _______, I can give the public a 
better economy.”  If you know how to do 
this and you are a public servant why can 
you not do this now? Why wait to see if you 
are elected?  The person who has all the an-

swers and does not win the election never 
goes on to solve problems that he or she 
claims that they have the answers for.  

Politicians should be like the one car 
commercial on T.V.  “Show me the Car 
Facts”, before I buy. 

Like the T.V. News Commercials telling 
you to wait a couple of days to see who is 
stalking you neighborhood, are putting peo-
ple in danger or open to exploitation, if you 
have the information it is your duty to put it 
out to the public as soon as possible.  The 
same goes for the want to be presidents.  If 
they have the solution to help the country 
they should do it now and show that they are 
not just giving us lip service. We all know 
that if they should win the election, they do 
not make any changes, it just gets worse. 

Just look at all the Seniors Citizens. No, 
Cost of living increase in the last couple of 
years.  Our elected offi cials get increases.  
Seniors get Medicare cuts and medication 
increases, politicians don’t. 

Our fat cat politicians have to start prov-
ing themselves.  We, the public have to stop 
being so willing to believe the lies that are 
told to us and start asking to see the facts.  
Show us the facts, then maybe you will get 
the vote. 

My Mother always said, if it sounds to 
good to be true it more than likely is not 
true. 

I’m Here To Help You
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2201 SW College Rd., #1 • Ocala, FL 34471
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Some Saturdays 8:30 am - 12 noon

352-351-1163
Fax 352-351-1350 • cjcopyshoppe@aol.com

cjcopyshoppe.com

MORE THAN JUST A COPY CENTER
 T-shirts • Mouse Pads • Coasters • Candles 

Wine Bags • Christmas Stockings • Tote Bags
Specialty Items

 Graphic Design • Websites • Display Boards
Business Starter Kits

Business Cards • Invoices • Letterhead 
Envelopes • Anything To Fit Your Needs

Design and / or Print
Announcements • Brochures • Flyers

Invitations • Letters • Menus • Newsletters
Programs • Resumes • Tickets

SENIOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

JULY, 2011   PROGRAM OF ACTIVI-
TIES 

MOVIE TIME  
When:  Tues. & Wed., July 12th and 

13th at 8th Ave. Adult Recreation Center  
“BLACK  SWAN” Starring:  Natalie Port-
man, Mila Kunis and more.  New York 
City ballet Dancer Nina (Natalie Portman) 
enters into an intense battle of wills with a 
talented and ambitious new arrival (Mila 
Kunis) who seems intent on edging her out 
of the spotlight in this supernatural-fl avored 
psychological thriller from director Darren 
Aronofsky.  Rated R  

*****
When:  Tues. & Wed., July 26th and 27th 

at 8th Ave. Adult Activity Center “JUST GO 
WITH IT”  Starring:  Adam Sandler, Jenni-
fer Aniston, Brooklyn Decker and more.  A 
prominent plastic surgeon meets the wom-
an of his dreams only to fi nd their future 
thrown into jeopardy when his playboy past 
comer back to haunt him.  Danny (Adam 
Sandler) has a unique approach to pick-
ing up women -- in order to break the ice 
and gain their sympathy, he pretends to be 
stuck in an unhappy marriage.  The instant 
he brandishes his wedding ring, the deal is 
all but cinched.  But when Danny fi nally 
meets a woman (Brooklyn Decker) that he 
really would want to marry, he abandons his 
usual approach for something more subtle.  
Incredibly it works.  But when she discovers 
the wedding band that he used to use as a 

pick-up prop, Danny attempts to cover his 
tracks by falling back on his tried-and-true 
divorce line.  Unfortunately for Danny, the 
plan backfi res when his new girlfriend asks 
to meet his future ex.  Desperate, Danny 
recruits his offi ce manager. Katherine (Jen-
nifer Aniston) to validate his ruse by posing 
as his current wife.  Before long, the lies are 
snowballing, and by the time Katherine‘s 
kids get involved and everyone comes to-
gether for a trip to Hawaii, its not a matter of 
if Danny‘s plan will fall through, but when.  
RATED PG 13 

Time:    1:30 P.M. - 3:30 P.M. at 8th Av-
enue Senior Center - Telephone: 629-8545    

What:   Enjoy a free movie in a comfort-
able setting.  Please call the center to reserve 
your seat. 

*****
COMING IN  AUGUST 2011: 
“LIFE AS WE  KNOW IT”
“THE TOWN”
*****
COMPUTER CLASSES FOR 

ADULTS OF ALL AGES 
When:  Thursdays (Call Grace at the cen-

ter for dates and details) 
Time:    9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M for class, 

12:30 P.M. to 2:30 P.M. for lab sessions and 
2:30 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. for advanced class-
es. 

Where: BGW Senior Activity Center, 210 
NW 12th Avenue, Ocala  Tel. 629-8357   

Cost:  $75.00 for singles and $110.00 for 

couples, and $38.00 for singles in advanced 
classes payable in advance of class starting 
time.   

What:  We have easy classes for the 
beginner student.  Learn what a personal 
computer can do for you.  We offer an  in-
troductory class in word processing.  Begin-
ner classes   are for 6 consecutive weeks 
on Thursdays,  9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 
and workshops (lab classes)are 12:30 P.M. 
to 3:30 P.M.  Advanced classes are offered 
for Database,  Spreadsheet, the Internet and 
more. The lab instructor will be available 
during labs   on Thursdays. 

INFORMATION YOU NEED TO 
KNOW! 

AGELESS AQUA CLASS – Session 2 
When: Fridays, August -September 
Time:    10:00 AM to 11:00 AM   
Where: Hampton Aquatic Center, 255 

NW Martin Luther King Blvd. 
Cost: $27.00 per person   Limited to 

twenty seniors   
What:  A water fi tness class for active se-

niors that focuses on enhancing movement, 
strengthening muscles, increasing range of 
motion and improving balance.  Music pro-
vides the backdrop for an enjoyable class 
that is designed to get everyone moving.  
Call Grace at 629-8357 for details. 

AQUABILITY (AGES 6 PLUS) 
When:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, July 

and August 
Time:  5:30 PM to 6:30 PM   
Where: Hampton Aquatic Fun Center, 

255 NW Martin Luther King Blvd.  Cost:      
$22.00 per person

What:  An adaptive aquatics program 

for individuals of all ages with  disabilities.  
Limited to 7 people per session.  For more 
information, please call Diane at 401-3916 
for dates and details. 

AQUASIZE (AGES 18 PLUS) 
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, July, 

August, and September  
Time:  6:30 PM to 7:30PM   
Where: Hampton Aquatic Fun Center, 

255 NW Martin Luther King Blvd. Cost:      
$27.00 per person   

What:  This class provides a workout that 
incorporates the use of buoyancy   equip-
ment (noodles, belts/cuffs, hand buoys). 
Class activities include stretching, cardiac, 
toning, strength training, and abdominal 
workouts.  Music is used to make it lively 
and fun.  Modifi cations will be demonstrated 
for all fi tness levels.  This class is limited to 
20 people.  Please   call Diane at 401-3916 
for dates and details. 

RED WHITE & BLUES FESTIVAL 
When: Saturday, July 2, 2011
Time: 6-9pm 
Where: Ocala’s Downtown Square Cost:  

Free  
What:  A patriotic festival in honor of 

our country.  Enjoy music, fun and food for 
the whole family.  For information call Stan 
Creel at 352-629-8444 

AVAILABLE NOW!  8TH AVENUE 
ADULT ACTIVITY CENTER!   Wii 
SPORTS   *   CORNHOLE   *   TABLE 
TENNIS 

If you are interested in participating 
in one of these activities, give us a call at 
629-8545.  Sign-up for one-hour time slots 

(Continued on Page 11)
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to play with a partner or alone.  Available 
time is Mondays from 10am-3pm.  For the 
months of July and August, time slots will 

SENIOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

also be available on Tuesday mornings from 
9am-12:00pm. Check out all of our other ac-
tivities at http://Recreation andParks.ocalafl .
org 

(Continued from Page 10)

MARION COUNTY 4-H ACCEPTING 
REGISTRATIONS FOR 4-H CAMP OCA-
LA 

MARION COUNTY, Fla. (June 10, 
2011) – Give your children a summer of ex-
ploration and educational exploits by regis-
tering them for 4-H Camp Ocala. This July, 
Marion County 4-H is offering four days 
of adventure, including archery, kayaking, 
orienteering, swimming, crafts and nature 
programs. The camp is held in the Ocala Na-

tional Forest, but features modern sleeping, 
dining and meeting facilities. 

The camp is open to all children, both 
4-H members and non-members, ages 8 – 13 
and will be held July 5 – 8, 2011. Deadline 
to register is June 24, 2011. The camp fee of 
$185 includes activities, meals, lodging, sup-
plies, a camp T-shirt and canteen. For more 
information or to register, contact Marion 
County Extension Service at 352-671-8413 
or margaret.gleason@marioncountyfl .org. 

4H Camp Ocala

MARION COUNTY, Fla. (June 8, 2011) 
– If you’re one of Marion County Utilities’ 
nearly 29,000 customers, you now have a 
new way to pay your monthly utility bill. 
The department kicked off its phone bill-pay 
in the beginning of June. Clients now have 
the option of paying by phone, online, mail, 
automatic bank draft or in-person at select 
Marion County Tax Collector locations or 
the Marion County Utilities offi ce. 

The phone payment option comes to frui-
tion after several years in the making. Utili-
ties staff wanted to provide more convenient 
options for residents, particularly those who 
may have decreased mobility or access to 
technology. 

“It’s convenient and secure. All you have 
to do is punch in the information on the 
phone,” said Marion County Utilities Ad-
ministrative Manager Nancy Jarvis. “A lot 
of people don’t have computers and may not 
be able to physically get around, but almost 
everyone has a landline or cell phone.” 

Residents can use a credit card and pay 
via the phone pay system 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. To access the system, custom-
ers should call 352-671-8503. Acceptable 
forms of payment include Discover, Mas-

terCard and Visa debit or credit card; there 
is no credit card surcharge. Callers can also 
use the system to check their payment his-
tory. Utilities offi cials will use this same 
automated system to notify water users if a 
bill is past due or a boil water advisory is 
issued.   

Although the phone pay system is the 
latest, it’s not the only recent addition to 
utility pay options. Marion County Utili-
ties launched a partnership in May with the 
Marion County Tax Collector to accept util-
ity payments at various Tax Collector offi ce 
locations. The reason – many of the utility’s 
customers are located in the outer parts of 
the county while the Marion County Utili-
ties offi ce is located near downtown Ocala. 

Residents can now visit the Ocala 
McPherson Complex, Belleview, State 
Road 200, Dunnellon, East State Road 40 or 
North Highway 441 Tax Collector locations 
and pay their bills on-site by cash, check or 
credit (American Express, Discover or Mas-
terCard). A small convenience fee will be 
applied to credit card payments. 

For more information about Marion 
County Utilities bill payment options, call 
352-671-8510. 

Utility Phone Pay System

Marion County Fire Rescue fi refi ghters 
responded to a incident involving a burn 
patient at 1:44 p.m. at 16415 SE 252nd Av-
enue. When crews arrived on-scene, they 
confi rmed an adult male deceased and con-
fi rmed a one acre grass fi re. The 911 caller 

advised he was burning some type of debris 
in his backyard prior to the grass fi re. The 
Florida State Fire Marshal’s Offi ce is re-
sponding to investigate. 

For more information, please page MC-
FR’s PIO at 352-898-3570. 

Fire Rescue

Happy Independence Day!
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the walk starts at marchforbabies.org

one day...
all babies will be born healthy.
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FREE
Take Me Home!
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June 17, 2011 
Region posts drop in unemployment, 

gains in jobs and labor force 
Joblessness in Citrus, Levy and Marion 

counties dropped in May from 11.7 to 11.5 
percent over the month, and was 1.2 percent 
down over the year, according to today’s re-
lease of employment data by the Agency for 
Workforce Innovation. 

The unemployment rate for Workforce 
Connection’s three-county region is one per-
centage point above Florida’s rate of 10.5 
percent. The national unemployment rate 

held at 8.7 percent. 
Out of a labor force of 208,299 in the re-

gion, there were 24,016 unemployed, down 
from 24,128 over the month, and 184,283 
with jobs, up from 182,329. 

Jobless rates in May for the Workforce 
region were 11.9 percent in Marion County, 
down from 12.1 percent; 11.0 percent in Ci-
trus County and 10.3 percent in Levy Coun-
ty, which remained unchanged. 

Rusty Skinner, Workforce’s chief exe-
cutive offi cer, said all indicators are “very 
positive” for the region. Not only has job-

Drop in Unemployment lessness dropped or held steady in the regi-
on, but Skinner said there have been gains 
in job creation and expansion of the labor 
force which is the number of those actively 
seeking employment. 

“That’s what we needed to see,” Skinner 
said. “If we just have a drop in the unem-
ployment rate, but no concomitant gains in 
jobs and labor force, then that tells us peo-
ple are getting discouraged and giving up or 
leaving the area. What we’re seeing today is 
very positive. We’re not out of the woods, 
but we’re starting to see some light.” 

The number of unemployed in Marion 
County unemployment dipped by 134 to 

15,832, at the same time the labor force ex-
panded by 1,120 to 132,611 and the number 
of employed rose by 1,254 to 116,779. No-
nagricultural employment for the Ocala 
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) was 
90,400 in May, down 1.8 percent of 1,700 
jobs over the year – the third steepest rate of 
job decline in the state. 

In May in Citrus County the number of 
jobless barely moved, from 6,400 to 6,384 
while those with jobs rose slightly from 
51,638 to 51,825 for a gain of 187 jobs  and 
the labor force posted a modest gain, up 171 
to 58,209. 

The situation is much the same in Levy 
County. The number of unemployed re-
mained virtually unchanged, rising by 26 to 
1,800. At the same time, those with jobs in-
creased by 200 to 15,679 and the labor force 
expanded by 226 to 17,479. 

Marion and Citrus counties’ unemploy-
ment rates continue to slide down the ranks 
of highest rates in the state. In April month, 
among Florida’s 67 counties, Marion ranked 
sixth highest,  Citrus was 10th and Levy 
County was 24th.  In May, Marion fell to se-
venth, Citrus 11th and Levy 25th.  The Oca-
la MSA dropped from third to fourth highest 
among the state’s 23 MSAs – the second 
consecutive month of decline – behind Palm 
Coast’s 13.8 percent, Miami-Miami Beach 
at 13.7 percent and Sebastian-Vero Beach at 
12.5 percent. 

Since May 2010, government lost the 
most jobs in the Ocala MSA, with a loss of 
1,300  jobs, followed by mining, logging 
and construction and leisure and hospitality, 
with a loss of 300 jobs each, and information 
and other services, which saw a loss of 100 
jobs each. 

Manufacturing continued to remain un-
changed over the year. 

Education and health services gained 300 
jobs, followed by trade, transportation and 
utilities with 200 jobs as well as transporta-
tion, warehousing and utilities, which also 
posted 200 new jobs. 

Workforce Connection serves career see-
kers by planning and coordinating training, 
education and placement opportunities and 
also provides business development services 
such as on-the-job training, paid internships 
and other fi nancial incentives. Last year, 
more than 36,000 career seekers and 1,600 
businesses received services. 

The local, business-led nonprofi t organi-
zation works with economic development 
partners throughout the three-county region 
to bring new employers to the area as well as 
to provide services and hiring and training 
incentives that help new and existing busi-
nesses, large and small. 

To obtain a full copy of May 2011 Un-
employment Data or to fi nd out more 
about upcoming events and services, visit 
ww.clmworkforce.com or call 1-800-434-
JOBS, ext. 1234, or use these links:  Regi-
onal Data <http://www.clmworkforce.com/
docs/WR10_Un_employment.pdf> and 
State Data <http://www.clmworkforce.com/
docs/release.pdf> . 

Happy 
4th of July
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(Family Features) 
There’s nothing wrong 
with lip-smacking good 
barbecued chicken - but 
there are a lot of other 
tasty ways to enjoy chick-

en hot off the grill. These recipes from the National 
Chicken Council bring fl ame-kissed fl avor to your 
plate in the form 
of sweet and spicy 
wings, summer-
fresh kabobs, and 
a gorgeous entree 
salad. 

Quick Grill-
ing Tips 

- When cook-
ing chicken out-
doors, keep it 
refrigerated until 
ready to cook. Do 
not place cooked 
chicken on same 
plate used to trans-
port raw chicken to grill.  

- Keep food from sticking to the grate by rub-
bing with vegetable oil or non-stick cooking spray. 

- Keep a spray bottle fi lled with water close by 
so that you can spray down fl are-ups, which can 
blacken your food. 

For more tips and recipes, visit www.eatchick-
en.org. 

Apricot Glazed Grilled Chicken Wings 
Serves 4 
4 pounds chicken wings, tips removed,  and cut 

at the joint 
1 teaspoon kosher salt 
3/4 cup apricot preserves 
2 garlic cloves, mashed 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh ginger 
1/4 cup soy sauce 
1/2 teaspoon red pepper fl akes  
Juice from one lime, about 2 tablespoons 

1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar 
1/2 teaspoon cumin 
2 tablespoons chopped chives 
Fresh lime wedges for garnish 
Season wings with salt. Heat grill to medium 

high. 
In bowl of food processor combine preserves, 

garlic, ginger, soy sauce, red pepper fl akes, lime 
juice, vinegar and cumin; 
process until smooth. Add 
chives. 

Place wings on grill and 
cook for 8 to 10 minutes. 
Turn and grill for another 5 
to 6 minutes.  

With a pastry brush or 
spoon, brush sauce on wings. 
Cook for about 1 minute, and 
turn. Repeat on other side of 
wings. Cook for another 1 
minute. Wings should regis-
ter 170∞F when tested with 
an instant read thermometer. 

Serve wings garnished 
with lime wedges. 

Grilled Chicken and Peach Kabobs 
Serves 4 
4 boneless, skinless chicken breast halves 
2 small zucchini, cut into 1/2-inch rounds 
16 cremini mushrooms 
3 ripe peaches, cut into eighths (may use frozen 

if fresh not available) 
8 wooden or metal skewers  
Marinade: 
1/4 cup olive oil 
1/4 cup coarse grainy mustard 
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar 
2 teaspoons chopped fresh thyme 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground pepper 
1 tablespoon orange zest 
If using wooden skewers, place in water and 

soak for at least one hour. 

Cut chicken 
into 1-inch dice. 
In small bowl, 
whisk together 
mustard, vin-
egar, thyme, salt, 
pepper and zest. 
Slowly whisk in 
olive oil to com-
bine. 

Thread chick-
en, zucchini 
rounds, mush-
rooms and peach 
slices onto skew-
ers, alternating in-
gredients. Be sure 
to leave enough 
space at bottom of skewer to hold and turn. 

Place skewers in a single layer on a sheet pan or 
baking dish and pour marinade over, turning skew-
ers to distribute marinade. Cover with plastic wrap 
or aluminum foil and refrigerate. Marinate, turn-
ing skewers occasionally, for at least 30 minutes or 
overnight. 

Heat grill on high heat. Place skewers on grill 
and cook, turning, for about 10 minutes. 

Serve over rice. 
Pan-Asian Chicken Escabeche 
From the Illinois Institute of Art Cooking 

School, Chicago 
Serves 4 
6 chicken thighs, boneless and skinless 
1 tablespoon Chinese fi ve spice powder 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 teaspoon salt, divided 
1 teaspoon black pepper, divided 
1 red bell pepper, seeded and quartered 
1 yellow bell pepper, seeded and quartered 
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded 
2 cans water chestnuts (5 ounces each) 
1 carrot, peeled and cut into 1-inch  chunks 
1 English cucumber, skin on and cut  into 1-inch 

chunks 
2 radishes, halved 
1 red onion, quartered 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1/4 cup lime juice 
1/4 cup olive oil 
2 tablespoons cilantro, chopped 
2 tablespoons parsley, chopped 
In large plastic zipper bag, combine Chinese fi ve 

spice powder, 1 tablespoon olive oil, 1/2 teaspoon 
salt and 1/2 teaspoon black pepper. Add thighs to 
bag, seal well and turn to coat. Marinate in refrig-
erator for one hour, or up to overnight. 

While chicken is marinating, place red pepper, 
yellow pepper, jalapeÒo pepper pieces, water chest-
nuts, carrot, cucumber, radishes and red onion in 
bowl of food processor. Rough chop by pulsing the 
blade. If food processor is not available, vegetables 
may be julienned by hand. 

Place chopped vegetables in large bowl. Add 
garlic, lime juice, 1/4 cup olive oil, remaining 1/2 
teaspoon salt and remaining 1/2 teaspoon pepper. 
Place bowl in refrigerator and allow to sit for one 
hour or up to overnight. 

Prepare gas or charcoal grill. Place chicken on 
grill and cook, turning, until done throughout, about 
6 minutes per side. Cool and shred meat coarsely. 

Add chicken to vegetable salad mixture. Add ci-
lantro and parsley; stir well to combine. 
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Statewide Classifi eds
BLOWN HEAD GASKET?  Any vehicle repair yourself.  

State of the art 2-Component chemical process.  Special-
izing in Cadillac Northstar Overheating.  100% guaranteed.  
Call Now:  1-866-780-9039  www.RXHP.com   

DARE to DREAM now on You Tube  Don’t miss his 
New Original “What About Us” . . . Also Missing You & It 
Might Be You  All Performed by Alex  www.youtube.com/
user/alextributes   

DIRECTV Lowest Price! ALL FREE: 
HBO|Cinemax|Starz|Showtime for 3mo + FREE NFL Sun-
day Ticket w/Choice Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! From 
$29.99/mo Call by 7/7! 888-420-9466

DISH Network delivers more for less!  Packages start-
ing at $24.99/mo, Local channels included!  FREE HD for 
life!  Free BLOCKBUSTER® movies for 3 months.  1-888-
418-9787

Dish Network $24.99/mo $0 start Costs!  Free HD 4 
Life! Free Movies! Free HD Receivers!  1-866-294-5145

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join more than 
a million people walking and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL *  Get a 4-Room All-
Digital Satellite system installed for Free and programming 
starting  at $24.99/mo.  Free HD/DVR upgrade for new 
callers, So Call Now.  1-800-795-7279   

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with Warranty, 3  
Pumps,  LED  lighting, Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  mainte-
nance free cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice $8995.  
Can deliver. 727-851-3217  

WANTED  YOUR DIABETES TEST STRIPS.  Unex-
pired.  We buy Any Kind/Brand.  Pay up to $18.00 per box.  
Shipping Paid.  Habalamos Espanol.  Call 1-800-267-9895  
www.SellDiabeticstrips.com   

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider Adoption.  It’s a 
Wonderful Choice for an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Liv-
ing/Medical Expenses Paid.  Loving, Financially Secure 
Families Await.  1-877-341-1309  Atty Ellen Kaplan 
(#0875228) 

ADOPTION  Give Your Baby The Best In Life!  Liv-
ing Expenses Paid.  Many Loving, Financially Secure 
Couples Waiting.  Call Jodi Rutstein, an Attorney/Social 
Worker who truly cares about you.  1-800-852-0041  
#133050   

ADOPTION  866-633-0397  Unplanned Pregnancy?  
Provide your baby with a loving, financially secure fam-
ily.  Living/Medical/Counseling expenses paid.  Social 
worker on staff.  Call compassionate attorney Lauren 
Feingold  (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7  

ADOPTION  888-812-3678  All Expenses Paid.  
Choose a Loving, Financially Secure family for your child  
24 Hrs 7 Days   Caring & Confidential.  Attorney Amy 
Hickman.  (Lic. #832340)    

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting at $65  *1 Sig-
nature Divorce  *Missing Spouse Divorce  “We Come to 
you!”  1-888-705-7221   Since1992

LOVING ADOPTIONS   GIVE YOUR BABY THE 
BEST IN LIFE!  Loving, Financially Secure Families 
Waiting to Adopt.  Prior Birth Mothers On Staff   Living 
& Medical Expenses Paid  Jodi Rutstein, an Attorney/
Social Worker Truly Cares about You!!  1-800-852-0041   
#133050   

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?  Talk 
with caring adoption expert.  You choose from families 
nationwide.  LIVING EXPENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 Ab-
by’s One True Gift Adoptions.  866-413-6298.

ROOF REPAIRS  CALL 24/7  Mobile Home Roof 
Specialist & Flat Roof.  Free Certified Inspections.  Lic/
Ins CCC1327406.  All Florida Weatherproofing & Con-
struction.  1-877-572-1019  

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for high paying Aviation 
Career.  FAA approved program.  Financial aid if quali-
fied - Job placement assistance.  Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  Graduate in 
14 Months.  FAA Approved; financial aid if qualified.  Job 
placement assistance.  Call National Aviation Academy 
Today!  1-800-659-2080 or NAA.edu  

NEED YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA?  Finish from 
home fast for $399! Nationally accredited.  EZ pay.  Free 
brochure.  www.diplomaathome.com  Call 800-470-4723

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage?  At least 62 years 
old?  Stay in your home & Increase cash flow!  Safe & 
Effective!  Call Now for your FREE DVD! Call Now 888-
879-2309 

LAWSUIT CASH  Auto Accident?  Worker Compensa-
tion? Get CASH before your case settles! Fast Approval.  
Low Fees  1-866-709-1100. www.glofin.com

REVERSE MORTGAGES - Draw all eligible cash out 
of your home & eliminate mortgage payments FOREVER! 
For Seniors 62 and older! Government insured. No credit/ 
income requirements. Free catalog. 1-888-660-3033 All 
Island Mortgage. www.allislandmortgage.com

$15,995  17’ Twin Vee Cat  50HP Honda Motor  Galva-
nized Trailer  Free Delivery In Florida  Astor Marine  24535 
State Rd 40  Astor, FL  32102  352-759-3655 

AAA+ COMPANY NEED Home Assemblers (Crafts, 
Sewing, Woodworking, Others) and Home Mailers. No 
Selling, Full/Part Time. Up to $1,000 Weekly. No Experi-
ence Required.  www.Work-JobAtHome.com 

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS Needed immediately for 
upcoming roles $150 $300/day depending on job require-
ments. No experience, all looks needed. 1-800-385-2392 
A110.  For casting times  and locations

ATTN:  HOME COMPUTER WORK  Work from any-
where 24/7.  Up to $1,500 Part-Time to $7,500/Month Full-
Time.  Training provided.  www.KTPGlobal.com or Call 
1-888-304-2847

Customer Service Evaluator  Multi Task and Computer 
Literate  Valid ID  Earn $400/week  

customershopperevaluator@live.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!  Earn $12 - $48 per hour 
/ No Experience  Full Benefits / Paid Training  1-866-477-
4953, Ext. 57  Now Hiring!!  

Frac Sand Haulers with complete bulk pneumatic rigs 
only.  Relocate to Texas for Tons of work. Great company/
pay.  Gas cards/Quick Pay available. 1-800-491-9029   

Home Workers Needed Now  Process Our Orders For 
$5 Per Envelope.  Guaranteed!  Start Immediately.  For 
Free Information Call 800-531-6828 or Click WWW.HB-
PINFORMATION.COM

Movie Extras To Stand in Background For Film Pro-
duction. Earn up to $200/day. Experience Not Required. 
All looks needed. Call for Details and Req’s.  888/664-
5279.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS  Earn up to $150 per day.  
Under cover Shoppers needed to judge retail and dining 
establishments  Exp Not Re.  Call 1-888-601-4861

SUNCOAST RV NOW HIRING SALES PEOPLE- Co-
coa, FL. Experience in selling RV or big ticket items pre-
ferred. Great money & benefits. Fun workplace. Call Roy 
or Bill 321-504-6500

Available Now  2-4 Bedroom Homes.  Take Over Pay-
ments.  No Money Down.  No Credit check!  Call Now 
1-888-270-0372  (Place Under Homes For Rent)

Bring the family! Sizzling Summer  specials at Florida’s 
Best Beach, New Smyrna Beach.  See it at www.NSBFLA.
com/Specials  Or  Call 1-800-541-9621  (Place Under Va-
cations/Travel)

Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, New Mexico  Acreage 
starting at $415/ acre. Owner financing O.A.C.  Great 
building sites, Brokers welcome.  Guaranteed access, in-
sured title, warranty deed.  1-800-682-8088 

www.rmtland.com  (Place Under Out of Area Land For 
Sale)

NORTH CAROLINA  Be cool in the Mountains.  Ef-
ficiency to 5-br houses & condos. Fully equipped. Views, 
pools, golf, tennis & more.   Sugar Mountain Accommo-
dations & Realty staysugar.com 1-800-545-9475  (Place 
Under Vacation/Travel)

OWNER FINANCE  N. FLORIDA LAND  Beautiful 
area near springs and rivers, 5 - 10 acre tracts, No Credit 
Check, Easy Terms!  Call for Free Color Brochure, Shirley  
800-545-3501  386-466-2254

Quiet, private and serene describes the setting of this 
log cabin on 3.02 acres in the NC Mountains. 1328sf, 3�4 
loft, creek on property, $89,900. Ready to finish 828-286-
1666  

SELL/RENT YOUR TIMESHARE FOR CASH!!! Our 
Guaranteed Services will Sell/ Rent Your Unused Time-
share for CASH! Over $95 Million Dollars offered in 2010! 
www.BuyATimeshare.com  Call (877) 554-2430  (New 
Website Address)

SMOKIES ABSOLUTE AUCTION  Saturday, July 2nd 
10:30am  300 Acre Creek Front Farm, 21 Tracts, Sevier 
County, TN  McCarter Auction, Inc.  1-877-282-8467 Auc-
tion Lic #335  www.mccarterauction.com

Attention Joint & Muscle Pain Sufferers: Clinically 
proven all-natural supplement helps reduce pain and en-
hance mobility. Call 888-662-1941 to try Hydraflexin RISK-
FREE for 90 days.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and af-
fordable medications. Our licensed Canadian mail order 
pharmacy will provide you with savings of up to 90% on 
all your medication needs. Call Today 888-372-6740 use 
Promo code save133 for $25.00 off your first prescription 
and free shipping.

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg!! 40 Pills+  4/FREE 
for only $99. #1 Male Enhancement, Discreet Shipping.    
Only $2.25/pill. The Blue Pill Now!  1-888-797-9012

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks Wanted.  Running 
or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-871-9638

Donate Vehicle Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, NO-
AH’S ARC Support No Kill Shelters,  Research to Advance 
Veterinary Treatments  FREE TOWING, Tax Deductible, 
Non-Runners Accepted  1-866-912-Give

TomL Publishing LLC
Serving Communities in Marion, Lake & Sumter County Florida

Lina Oliver – Account Executive
Ivette Fermaint – Account Executive
Wendy Netherclift – General Manager
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Discounts Honored Here

Tom’s Picks
Do you need some work done and don’t know who to call?  

Call Tom’s Pick’s.  We can direct you to business people 
that are invovled in the community and are the “Best of the 
Best.”

Call the advertisers in this paper first!
Call Tom at 804-1223

How do you like Obama Now?

Let me tell you how my Tom‘s Picks is 
growing and what I am doing to develop it.

Tom’s Picks is helping about 100 rea-
ders every 90 days. It astounds me that we 
are getting calls at this rate. I will refer you 
to my customers first. Then I look for ser-

vices under well known Business Clubs and 
Chambers of Commerce to try to get you the 
Best of the Best. Part of the weeding process 
is they must be highly visible in the com-
munity, like active in the Chamber, or other 
large groups that screen their members.

Progress Energy Speaker A New Philly Is Born

A philly born this morning on the Loury Ranch. Pictured is Lindsay Sykes holding her philly 
just hours old. To be fair the light spots on the new philly is the sun coming through the trees, 
but she is colorful and already likes people. The coldest or near coldest day of the year, 20 
degrees at daylight she was found prancing in the pasture next to her mother.

“The Party of No”
On November 18, 2009, Senate Major-

ity Leader Harry Reid unveiled the Senate’s 
health care reform legislation.  Unlike the 
health care bill passed in the House of Rep-
resentatives, Senator Reid’s proposal would 
allow the 

Secretary of Health and Human Servic-

es to include coverage of elective abortion 
services in the government-run health care 
reform.

I am the Party of No.  No to being forced 
to pay for someone’s abortion.  No to gov-
ernment-run health care insurance.  No 
to Democrats’ closed door pork barreling 

(Continued on Page 5)

Pictured is Tom Loury of TomL Publishing and Jerry Miller of Progress Energy. Jerry was the 
guest speaker at the Lady Lake Chamber breakfast meeting. Jerry pointed out many thing that 
the business people did not, but the thing that impressed me most was the jobs the building of 
the new Nuc plants would bring to an area. The new Crystal River Plant would bring upwards 
to 8,000 for approximately 8 years. You can just imagine what 20 Nuc plants would bring to 
the US economy. 
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Tom’s Picks
Do you need some work done and don’t know who to call?

Call Tom’s Picks.  We can direct you to business people
that are invovled in the community and are the “Best of the
Best.”

Call the advertisers in this paper first!
Call Tom at 804-1223

How do you like Obama Now?
This question has created quite a lot of interest in the 

paper.  Some give us their views, we would like to hear 
yours.

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit #168
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Postal Customer

Let me tell you how my Tom’s Picks is 
growing and what I am doing to develop it.

Tom’s Picks is helping about 100 read-
ers every 90 days. It astounds me that we 
are getting calls at this rate. I will refer you 
to my customers first. Then I look for ser-

vices under well known Business Clubs and
Chambers of Commerce to try to get you the
Best of the Best. Part of the weeding process
is they must be highly visible in the com-
munity, like active in the Chamber, or other
large groups that screen their members.

16th Annual Fishing Derby Tempers Flare with 
School Board Meeting
Marion County School Board
By Tom Loury
I recently read an article that was in the 

Ocala Star Banner, Thursday April 15, 2010 
front page about Jackie Porter and the School 
Superintendent Yancey. If you look at the ar-
ticle it is reported with Jackie Porter’s alle-
ged file and the story is presented like a fe-
deral court case. The interesting fact is there 
were no quotes from Jackie Porter and no 
remarks from her defending herself. It’s not 
because she refused to remark but in fact, 
she was never asked or interviewed for this 
story. That bothers me more than any of the 
following comments. I believe that everyone 
should have the right to defend themselves 
in print.

I feel somewhat responsible for some 
of the friction between the  School Board 
and Jackie Porter. With the School Board, 
as elected officials, you would not have ex-
pected  a reaction like this.  Elected officials 
give up their privacy and are fair game for 
any questions that comes your way. Jackie 
Porter said she sent Mr. Yancey a personal 
email asking about a sensitive question. Was 
it his son-in-law that was promoted to an ad-
ministrative job?  If the question had been 
anawered it would have stopped right the-
re. Somehow it was brought into the school 
board meeting and tempers flared.  I say Ja-
ckie Porter was elected to watch out for our 
tax dollar as well as is the rest of the School 
Board.

We all have a personal stake in this, OUR 

Jackie Porter

(Continued on Page 8)

To the editor
After reading the article in the Orlando 

Sentinel, March 10, entitled “Your Law-
makers Aren’t Tightening Their Belts” I saw 
red.  Could the members of Congress, and I 
mean both the Democrats and Republicans, 
be more out of touch with their constituents 
and the hardships they are facing?  When 
federal lawmakers vote themselves a 5 per-
cent increase while families are enduring job 
losses, home foreclosures, 2.56 million Flo-
ridians on food stamps, the U.S. banks have 
had their sharpest decline in lending since 
1942 and the worst economy that America 
has seen since the Great Depression of the 
1930s you know for sure that Congress is 
totally out to lunch.  Foreclosures are up 6% 
over last year and the average unemploy-
ment rate in Florida at 12.2 percent is worse 
than the national average at 9.7 percent.  
Osceola and Lake County have the highest 

unemployment rates at 13.5 percent among 
Central Florida counties.  Flagler County at 
17.1 percent has the states highest unem-
ployment rate.  What jobs has the stimulus 
package that was passed last year created?  
As I see it, the only thing it has created is 
more and more government and increased 
our debt.  In addition, we now have this huge 
health care bill that even those who voted 
for it don‘t know whats in it that everyone 
will have to pay for.  Its time the members of 
Congress were in touch with their constitu-
ents and the hardships they are facing, were 
made accountable for their actions or voted 
out of office. 

RAK    
********
To the Village Spectator
The article by Charlette Poss, “Your 

Health”, was one of the best I’ve read con-

(Continued on Page 2)

TAX money. Many of us have been prea
ching “buy local”. This story started when
many businesses, elected officials and orga
nizations started encouraging people to buy
local. I’m sure you have seen some of the
buy local campaigns. The county is taking
pride in their buy local efforts and they are
buying local, but a small segment appears
not to be.

At a meeting I was hearing complaint
from businessman Doctor R. Ronald Cor
bett, owner of Ink Solutions who talked
about his recent experience in his attempt a
a bid on a $200,000 plus contract with the
school system. Corbett said he went through
all the paperwork and met all the regula

(Continued on Page 2)

The Senior Fishing Derby broke all re-
cords. Hundreds turned out for the 16th 
annual Senior Fishing Derby, co-hosted 
by TomL Publishing and the City of Ocala 
Parks and Recreation Department.

Dozens of fisherman/women in wheel-
chairs and walkers showed up to fish. 

We have never had better weather - it was 
perfect. The fish were biting slow but there 
were fish there. There was so many people 
we may have made the fish skittish. Fish 
were caught and released. The big fish was a 
keeper size bass and the winner was Priscilla 
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Tom’s Picks
Do you need some work done and don’t know who to call?  

Call Tom’s Pick’s.  We can direct you to business people 
that are invovled in the community and are the “Best of the 
Best.”

Call the advertisers in this paper first!
Call Tom at 804-1223

How do you like Obama Now?

Let me tell you how my Tom‘s Picks is 
growing and what I am doing to develop it.

Tom’s Picks is helping about 100 rea-
ders every 90 days. It astounds me that we 
are getting calls at this rate. I will refer you 
to my customers first. Then I look for ser-

vices under well known Business Clubs and 
Chambers of Commerce to try to get you the 
Best of the Best. Part of the weeding process 
is they must be highly visible in the com-
munity, like active in the Chamber, or other 
large groups that screen their members.

Chamber Breakfast

chamber breakfast was sponsored by Project Legacy, a group of churches, civic organi-
ns and businesses that raise money for children’s issues.  Please find above photo from 
hamber breakfast with, on Left, Sidney Brock, Heritage Community Church (a member of 
ct Legacy), Dr. Susan Moxley, Superintendent of Lake County Schools center, and Karen 
er of Brown & Brown Insurance, right. 
Susan Moxley spoke to the attending crowd on “The State of our Local Education System 
ke County as it Relates to the Northern Lake County Area”.  Dr. Moxley also highlighted 

mportance of partnerships among local businesses, civic groups, churches and individu-
o help address the needs of children within their community while leveraging resources 
lp meet those needs.

Lady Lake Chamber Expo

etter from TN
my opinion this bill that passed is ille-
 They have beat up, threatened, bribed 

yone they think they can get away with 
ach a vote to win Obamacare. Marco 
o, a Florida candidate is starting a peti-
to recall, throw out or what ever it is 
d when something illegal is put back 
Some 38 states are postering for a bat-

ver the healthcare bill, they will never 
I continue to voice your and my opin-
nd vote accordingly in the next election 

and every election in the future.
I was sitting in my living room listening 

to this great orator and the people who are 
surrounding him. The people who are not 
around him are the people that are going to 
pay the bill. If you listen to you can only think 
that he really believes he is right. Economist 
all over the world say his is wrong. Some of 
the top 5 employers say there will be thou-
sands of their employees out of work. Cat-
apillar says it will cost them 

The attendance was good.  A slow moving 
crowd flowed through the expo, never end-
ing but then about closing time it stopped. 

The vendors did well and no complaints 
from the visitors.

(Continued on Page 10)
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Tom’s Picks
Do you need some work done

and don’t know who to call?
Call Tom’s Picks at 804-1223

How do you like Obama Now?
This question has created quite a lot of interest in the 

paper.  Some give us their views, we would like to hear 
yours.

Let me tell you how my Tom’s Picks is
growing and what I am doing to develop it.

Copy Shoppe Sold: Clint Jones and Janet Ginsberg sold the Copy Shoppe. The new owner 
Ray Arriaga takes position June first. Pictured from left is Janet Jones, Ray Arriaga and Clint 
Jones. Good luck Clint and Janet!

Budget deficit
Many Democrats talk about Obama in-

heriting a huge deficit from Bush, so let take 
a short history lesson. 

Budgets come from Congress not the 
White House. The Democratic party has 
controlled Congress since January 2007.  
They controlled the budget process for  2008 
and 2009, as well as  2010.  In that first year, 
the Dems had to contend with Bush, which 
caused them to compromise on spending, 
when Bush belatedly got tough on spend-
ing increases. For 2009, Nancy Pelosi and 
Harry Reid bypassed George Bush entirely, 
passing continuing resolutions to keep gov-
ernment running until Barack Obama could 
take office.  At that time, they passed a mas-
sive omnibus spending bill to complete the 
2009 budgets.

Where was Barack Obama during this 
time?  He was a member of  Congress that 
passed all of these massive spending bills, 
and he signed the omnibus bill as President 
to complete 2009.  Let‘s look at what the 
deficits was during that period. 

The Democrats did not inherited any def-
icit, the 2007 deficit, the last of the Repub-
lican budgets.  That deficit was the lowest 
in five years, and the fourth straight decline 
in deficit spending.  After that, Democrats 
in Congress took control of spending, and 
that includes Barack Obama, who voted for 
the budgets.  If Obama inherited anything, 
he inherited it from himself. 

What Obama is saying is I inherited a 
deficit that I voted for and then I voted to 
expand that deficit four-fold since January 

(Continued on Page 3)

Debate? No these are husband and wife speakers from the Ocala Business Leaders Meeting
and pictures are from two separate weeks. Left is Lorri Silvera  Development Coordinator
PACE Center for Girls of Marion County and on the right, Evelio Silvera of the Ocala Marion
County Chamber of Commerce, he is the VP of business Developement and Public Affairs.
Evelio was speaking on Your Business and the Internet and how to have success in 60 days
to social Marketing. Photos by Charles Gordon of Charles Gordon Photography.

Lorri Silvera Evelio Silvera

School Board Turmoil
by Tom Loury
Another flare-up in the school board 

chambers. You’ve got to give Jackie Porter 
credit for being gutsy. A lone vote not to 
approve $500,000 for new roofs for three 
buildings at Dunnellon High school. This 
writer lived in Dunnellon and heard teach-
ers and people around town talking about 
how fast the construction was going bad in-
cluding talk about the roof leaking. I believe 
there was talk about the roof leaking before 
it was eight years old. Back then there was 
a decision to look into it.  Matter of fact I 
think Bobby James was the principal back 
then and he is now part of the School Board, 
why don’t they ask him? The roof was prob-
ably patched. Who was the contractor? What 
was the warranty? The current School Board 
is not responsible for what happened that 
many years ago but I think it is their respon-

sibility to make things right especially when
they are spending the tax payers’ money.

What can they do? Talk to their attorneys
and ask what legally can be done and come
out with a statement. The statute of limita-
tions probably ran out.

Jackie Porter is asking these questions
wanting answers and she is being ridiculed
for it. Yes the if the roof is leaking it needs

(Continued on Page)

(Continued on Page 9)

WE ARE EXCITED
WE ARE EXCITED! This is our first is-

sue of our “Ocala DownTown” newspaper. 
We are circulating it in the downtown area (Continued on Page 3)

from Pine East on Silver Springs Blvd. It 
will be meshed with the Seniors Voice of 
Ocala which covers the 200 corridor. We 

have 10,000 circulation and will be featur-
ing businesses from time to time. Our cam

TomL Publishing, LLC
P.O. Box 1689, Dunnellon, FL 34430
TLoury@earthlink.net
Phone: (352) 804-1223 • Fax: (352) 489-7208

Visit Us Online:
www.LadyLakeMagazine.com
www.TheVillageSpectator.com
www.SeniorsVoiceOfOcala.com
www.OcalaDowntown.com

Full Page  $ 528
1/2 Page  384
1/4 Page  224
1/8 Page  112
Color   30

12 Month Bulk Buy
DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES
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Hwy 441, Summerfield
Hours: MON.- FRI.9:00-5:00 

SAT. 9-2

The Terrace Shoppes 
of Spruce Creek 347-7900347-7900

Old Broken Jewelry & Silver • Silver Tea Set & Trays • Silver Flatware • 
Old Glass & Ceramics  • Old Fountain Pens • Collectible Coins • US & Foreign 

Coins Currency • Confederate • Mint Sets • Proof Sets • Franklin Mint Sets

EXPERT JEWELRY & WATCH REPAIR EXPERT JEWELRY & WATCH REPAIR 
Remove Links • Ring Sizing

Adjust Watch Bands • Solder Chains 

Large selection of 
Seiko Clocks & Seiko Watches

Citizens
Watches

FROM 
$79.95

Bob’s Coins & JewelryBob’s Coins & Jewelry
Happy 4th of July

The Lowest Prices - Shop & Compare

$$ PAYING TOP DOLLAR $$

14K CHAINS, BRACELETS & EARRINGS • DIAMONDS  & PRECIOUS STONES14K CHAINS, BRACELETS & EARRINGS • DIAMONDS  & PRECIOUS STONES

We Buy and Sell Gold Platinum Silver Coins & Jewelry
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