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Florida House of Representatives

DENNIS K. BAXLEY

Florida Is Not 
The New Wild 
West

Currently, Flor-
ida law generally 
prohibits the open 
carrying of fi re-
arms and certain 
weapons. This year, 
we are working to 

change that. Repre-
sentative Matt Gaetz has fi led House Bill 
163, which would allow concealed carry 
permit holders to openly carry.  The bill has 
seen early support, passing the House Crim-
inal Justice Subcommittee with an 8-4 vote. 

Florida is one of only 5 states banning 
open carry. That means that 45 states have 
successfully implemented some form of 
open carry, and Florida should be the next 
to follow their example. These states have 
seen no evidence that open carry leads to an 
increase in violent crime, in fact, crime was 
28 percent lower in open carry states. 

This proposal by Gaetz is very narrow 
in scope and applies only to licensed con-
cealed weapon permit holders. The bill does 
not expand when and where you can carry, 
only that the carrying may now occur open-

ly. This means the bill doesn’t alter private 
property rights. If an individual is on private 
property, they are there as an invitee by the 
owner and the limitation of open carry on 
that property is implied by that relationship. 
This bill could also have a positive effect 
for law enforcement safety, because offi cers 
could recognize who is carrying more easily 
in the open.  In fact, Brevard County Sher-
iff Wayne Ivey, praised it as a helpful tool 
in crime prevention, stating, “This comes 
down to giving our citizens the immediate 
ability to protect themselves”. 

For those concerned with holstering re-
quirements, there will remain provisions 
against brandishing; those who do so can be 
charged with reckless endangerment. 

Also, this bill applies strictly to hand-
guns; long guns will still be prohibited.

Florida should be on the list of states that 
enhances people’s rights and makes people 
stronger, not on the list of states that restricts 
the choices and the rights of our citizens. As 
stated above, where open carry is allowed, 
it has been a deterrent not an accelerant to 
violent crime. At the end of the day if you 
empower law abiding people to stop violent 
acts, they can, they will, and they did.
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MISSING ENDANGERED JUVENILE 
FOUND AS A RESULT OF CITIZEN 
VIEWING MCSO FACEBOOK POST

MARION COUNTY, FL (October 22, 
2015)- On Tuesday night, the Marion Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce received a call from a 
Summerfi eld resident saying their 17-year 
old daughter had left for the bus stop for 
school in the morning but had not returned 
home that afternoon. Her parents had as-
sumed that she had runaway and deputies 
began searching for her as a missing run-
away juvenile. Deputy Philip Minton was 
assigned to the case and began to conduct 
his follow-up investigation. On Wednesday 
afternoon, Deputy Minton was informed by 
the missing juvenile’s parents that she has 
autism and Deputy Minton immediately up-
graded her to a Missing Endangered Juve-
nile. A press release was done by MCSO’s 
Public Information Offi ce and was posted to 
our agency Facebook page as well as to our 
Crime Prevention Kiosks.

About 30 minutes after the Missing En-
dangered Juvenile press release was posted 
to MCSO’s Facebook page, several citizens 
called 911 in reference to the Facebook post. 
One man told dispatchers that he had seen 
the missing juvenile at Sonic Drive-In, lo-
cated at the 17900 block of South Highway 
411. Deputies responded to Sonic and found 
the missing girl unharmed. The juvenile was 
reunited with her family shortly after she 
was found Wednesday evening.

Sheriff Chris Blair would like to thank all 
of our Facebook followers for their contin-
ued support of the Marion County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce. “This citizen was able to bring this 
juvenile home to her family because of his 
vigilance and that is a wonderful and power-
ful thing,” said Sheriff Blair. “Thank you to 
everyone who called in and to each of our 
39,000 plus Facebook followers for being 
the eyes and ears we need every day.”

MCSO Facebook Success Story
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Governor Rick Scott

FROM THE GOVERNOR’S DESK

and improve as an organization, and Gover-
nor Scott today laid out a roadmap to achieve 
that. I applaud the Governor’s thoughtful re-
forms to the Quick Action Closing Fund and 
his continued effort to make sure Florida 
does not ever become complacent in our ef-
forts to support businesses that create jobs 
for our families.”

Gary Mart, of Naples and President of 
Global Tech LED said, “Governor Scott’s 
proposed reforms will ensure that Enterprise 
Florida can make transparent and account-
able deals to bring new companies and new 
jobs to Florida. We want to make sure Flori-
da can actively compete against other states, 
like Texas, in attracting the great jobs, and I 
look forward to welcoming these reforms.”

Keith Norden, President and CEO of the 
Volusia County EDC said, “Enterprise Flor-
ida has created a renewed interest in Florida 
as a top state for business and it’s important 
that EFI continues to have the tools neces-
sary to make Florida competitive. We must 
continue to compete against other countries 
and states to win more jobs to support Flor-
ida’s growth.”

Tom Patton, President Charlotte County 
EDC said, “I support and appreciate the 
Governor’s focus on job creation and making 
Enterprise Florida the best business recruit-
ment organization in the world. We need to 
continue to grow our economy and investing 

to attract more businesses to Florida is criti-
cal to long-term job creation.”

Eric Silagy, of West Palm Beach and 
President and CEO of Florida Power and 
Light Company said, “We all want Florida 
to not just be the best state to live and work, 
but the premier place in the world for new 
job creation. Governor Scott outlined a vi-
sion today for improving Enterprise Florida 
that puts us on a path to accomplish that 
goal. We look forward to working together 
to make those improvements a reality so we 
can continue to attract job creators to our 
state.”

Danny Gaekwad, of Ocala and President 
of NDS Global, said, “To keep us on the right 
track as the best state for business, we need 
the resources necessary to attract and retain 
high quality jobs. That’s why the Governor’s 
commitment to reforming the Quick Action 
Closing Fund is incredibly important as we 
move forward. I look forward to working 
with the Governor and legislature to make 
these reforms happen.”

Nathan Sparks, Executive Director of 
the Okaloosa County EDC said, “Florida 
is a business-friendly state but we need to 
be the most competitive state in the nation 
for companies looking to invest, expand and 
succeed. That is why I support the Gover-
nor’s recommendation for making major re-
forms to the Quick Action Closing Fund that 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTES

Christmas is 
coming - ready or 
not. Some of the 
businesses that run 
ads in this paper de-
pend on Christmas 
season to help for 
next year. Let me 
list a few!

Bob’s Coins 
and Jewelry has that 

perfect gift for anyone, they advertise year 
round to help keep us alive, so stop by and 
see about a gift for the one you love!

The next one is important! Everyone 
wraps, ships gifts. Use PAKMAIL they can 
wrap, ship, insure the biggest gift to the 
smallest expensive gift. I recently heard 
“Ship Happens!” well if you want it shipped 
they can make it happen!  They are located 
in Churchill Plaza on 17th st Ocala.

Last but not least, if you live in Ocala and 
you’re going out of town, have your car / 
truck / camper checked out at Walt’s Brakes 
and more.

All of the above endorsements have ads 
in this paper so look them up. Watch for 
more endorsements next month.

****
Constitution:
“Congress shall make no law that applies 

to the citizens of the United States that does 

not apply equally to the Senators and/or 
Representatives; and, Congress shall make 
no law that applies to the Senators and/or 
Representatives that does not apply equally 
to the Citizens of the United States ...”

We must not tolerate an elite class of such 
people, elected as public servants and then 
putting themselves above the law.

****
A reader writes:
WE are the dumbest people on earth (that 

includes ME) for we elected the idiot ideo-
logues who have passed the bills that   allow 
this? I live and work in a state.....which is 
now, completely overrun with illegals.  

They make more money having kids than 
we earn working full-time.

A 30 year old illegal who has 5 kids 
makes about $1,500 monthly for each; you 
do the math.  Plus her own benefi ts.

An immigrant over 65, they can apply 
for SSI and Medicaid and get more than a 
woman on Social Security, who worked 
from 1944 until 2004. 

She is only getting $791 per month be-
cause she was born in 1924 and there’s a 
‘catch 22’ (notch) for her. 

It is interesting that the federal govern-
ment provides a single refugee with a month-
ly allowance of $1,890 .  Each Refugee can 
also obtain an additional $580 in social as-
sistance, for a total of $2,470 a month

Newspaper Deadlines
Editorial & Ad Copy for December

Seniors Voice & Ocala DownTown
12am, November 18th

Lady Lake Magazine & Village Spectator
12am, November 25th

ountry Girl Salon
19240 E Pennsylvania Ave.

Dunnellon, FL  34431

Lindsay Sykes
now at

Call Lindsay at 
(352) 400-1890 

to schedule

coupon expires 11/30/15
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Are you one of those 
businesses that say 

“I can’t afford to 
advertise”? 

If you don’t 
advertise how do you 

expect people to know 
who you are? Where 
you are? What you 

sell? 

Backward thinking 
will save you money on 
the books and cost you 

money in sales. 
Advertising should be 

your number one 
priority. 

To advertise call 
804-1223

Kevin Sheilley

CEP/OCALA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS

While most 
people will think of 
the CEP’s very suc-
cessful business in-
cubator, the Power 
Plant, when asked 
about our Business 
Creation efforts, 

our goal is to be much broader. We want to 
work to create a climate which encourages 
and embraces entrepreneurism. As a result, 
the Power Plant is the center of our entre-
preneurial activities out of which a number 
of other initiatives radiate. A great example 
of this is coming up this month.

The CEP will recognize Global Entrepre-
neurship Week (GEW) from November 16-

22, 2015. GEW, which has been celebrated 
in the US since 2007, is an initiative to 
promote entrepreneurship to young people 
on six continents. To date, over 10 million 
people from 102 countries have participated 
in entrepreneurship-related events during 
the Week. Bringing the celebration to Ocala/
Marion County, the CEP has announced a 
keynote speaker to headline our November 
exCEPtional mornings breakfast and a busi-
ness plan competition for area high school 
students. 

Keynote: Kevin Harrington – November 
18, 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., Marion County 
Extension Auditorium

While watching television one night in 
1984, Harrington noticed that sometimes the 

only thing on the screen were the color test 
bars that stations ran when they had nothing 
else to air, thus giving him the idea to pro-
duce the industry’s fi rst 30-minute infomer-
cial to fi ll that dead air space. This creation 
led him to be coined the Inventor of the In-
fomercial. In 2009, Harrington was selected 
as one of the original Shark Tank Sharks on 
the ABC hit show. As an innovator and pio-
neer in the industry, he has been featured on 
over 150 Shark Tank segments over the last 
fi ve years on both ABC and CNBC.

Registration for the breakfast is $15 for 
CEP Partners, who can register online at 
www.OcalaCEP.com . Registration is $20 
for non-CEP Partners. RSVP by emailing 
Jessica@OcalaCEP.com and pay at the door. 
This event is being generously sponsored by 
Webster University and Neighborhood Stor-
age.

Youth Business Plan Competition – Final 

Event: November 20, 6 PM, CTAE Brewster 
Hall

The CEP encouraged 9-12th grade stu-
dents in Marion County to “Enter the Shark 
Tank” this fall by competing in the Second 
Annual Marion County Youth Business Plan 
Competition. First place receives $3,500 
cash, a one-year CEP Partnership & Affi liate 
Membership at the Power Plant Business In-
cubator, and their photo on the cover of two 
magazines. The 2nd place prize is $1,000 
cash and 3rd place is $500 cash. 

Students must have submitted their appli-
cation packet, including their business plan, 
by October 30, 2014 at 5 p.m. EDT to be 
considered. Five fi nalists will be selected to 
present to a panel of “local sharks” or judges 
on November 20. 

Students may enter individually or in 
teams of no more than fi ve, and may come 
from any public, private, or homeschool in-

Celebrate Veterans Day
by taking a walk through history.

Ocala-Marion County 
Veterans Memorial Park.

Visit your

Veterans of 
Foreign Wars 

Department of Florida
Large County 

Service Office of the 
Year Award

Winner 2009 and 2012

Ocala-Marion County Veterans Memorial Park
2601 E. Fort King St., Ocala
Park open: sunrise-sunset
Office staffed: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Monday-Friday
352-671-8422
www.MarionCountyFL.org/VeteransServices

Nov. 11, 2015

stitutions within Marion County. This com-
petition is being generously sponsored by 
Taylor College and OC LAO, Inc.

The Youth Business Plan Competition 
has allowed our team to go into several area 
high schools to promote both the program 
and the competition. Repeatedly, we have 
heard comments about how excited they are 
to learn about the resources available “here 
at home” and the amazing companies grow-
ing in Ocala. It has provided an opportunity 
to share with this important age group that 
no matter what their dreams, they can do it 
here in Ocala-Marion County.

The CEP will be hosting a number of other 
programs and seminars that week all aimed 
at supporting and encouraging entrepreneurs 
in our community. Please make plans to join 
us for one or more of these great events.
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To be the catalyst for a prosperous community.  

 

We invite you to get acquainted at a complimentary, no-obligation  

“GET GOING! New Partner Orientation” 
 

This 60-minute overview is a casual format for you to learn more about the 
CEP and how partnership in this progressive organization will provide you 

with additional resources, connections, and advocacy to help in YOUR 
business development and growth initiatives. 

 
For more information and the date of the next session, please contact: 

Felecia Prather at 352-629-8051 or felecia@ocalacc.com 
 

310 SE Third Street | Ocala, FL  34471 | www.ocalacc.com 

The Ocala/Marion County Chamber of Commerce 
and the Economic Development Corporation are 
Moving Forward! and have unified to create the 

Ocala/Marion County Chamber & Economic Partnership (CEP). 
 

The CEP will serve as the central resource for all businesses in 
Marion County:  new, relocating, existing, large, small 

and budding entrepreneurs! 
 

The forward momentum of this vibrant organization will focus 
on economic growth while maintaining the beauty and quality of 

life in Ocala and Marion County. 

“Not All Who Wander Are Lost”
Not All Who Wander are Lost: - But I’m 

pretty certain my wallet is…
After staying in Barcelona Maria left, 

headed to Iceland to begin her own travel 
adventure. She was going to spend a couple 
months living and working on a farm there 
in exchange for food and lodging. After that 
she would be heading to England to be an au 
pair for a sweet family with two young boys. 
The mother was an English teacher. This was 
an especially great experience for Maria as 
her whole reason for wanting to travel was 
to improve her English so that could eventu-
ally lead to a job in the United Kingdom and 
shake her life up a bit. Her fl ight left Bar-
celona the morning before mine so I had an 
extra day in the city. I said goodbye to her in 
the early morning and went back inside the 
hostel- similar to a hotel but rooms are usu-
ally dorm style and have 4-12 beds, which 
makes the cost much lower.

As I came back in another girl was just 
waking up. We introduced ourselves and 
started chatting. She was from Canada and 
if I recall correctly she was born to Korean 
parents and was in her 3rd year of medical 
school in Calgary, Canada. She was begin-
ning to feel some burn out from the stress 
that is med. school and decided against the 
best wishes of her family, to go traveling 
alone through Portugal and Spain during her 
summer break. She said she had never done 
anything so liberating and I thought she was 
very brave to make such a decision.

It’s too common that people have big 

dreams and plans that are never followed 
through on because they are just too big, 
they don’t have enough support, or any 
other reason. This young woman had all 
of these obstacles and stood up to pressure 
from her family and their cultural norms, 
and still went and did it anyway. And I was 
grateful to hear another inspiring story and 
was proud of her for it.

We spent my last day together in Barce-
lona and explored the city for a fi nal time. 
We went to the famous outdoor market, 
shared Paella for lunch, saw Gaudi’s famous 
Sagrada Familia Cathedral, and watched the 
sun set over the beach. We talked and talked 
like we were old friends that had known 
each other years- a common phenomenon 
that happens amongst travelers. We said our 
goodbyes and exchanged information, hop-
ing to one day intersect again.

In the morning I left to catch my fl ight 
to Denmark, for the second time. I caught a 
bus to the airport and paid for my fare in Eu-
ros, trying to use my last remaining Euros. I 
would need to get new currency again once 
I arrived back in Denmark because although 
Denmark is a part of the European Union 
it uses the Danish currency, “Kroner”, in-
stead of the Euro. After I got to the airport 
and made it through security I decided to 
do one fi nal check for my most important 
things; passport, wallet, etc. But to my hor-
ror I could not fi nd my wallet. I had just used 
my passport to cross the security points in 
the airport but hadn’t had my wallet since I 

was on the bus. Barcelona was also known 
to be a pick pocket’s paradise. I panicked. I 
double checked my steps but couldn’t leave 
past the security check point. I went to two 
information desks to ask for their best ad-
vice and to fi nd the nearest police station 
in the airport, but the airport was so large 
that I was not going to be able to make it to 
them and still catch my fl ight. I still had my 
iphone and while I had no calling plan the 
airport gave 15 minutes of free wifi  access. I 
hastily emailed my mother and told her my 
situation, said I was still going to board my 
plane to Denmark, and tried to begin cancel-
ling my cards. When my 15 minutes ran out 
I was still panicking. This meant that I was 

now in a foreign country with no credit or 
debit card, only about 5 Euros (that would be 
useless anyways once I landed in Denmark) 
and no other money or access to it. Worse 
yet in the US it was about 2 am so I knew 
that it would be a long time before anyone 
was able to get back in touch with me. Once 
I had done all that I reasonably could and for 
lack of any better options coupled with sheer 
frustration and fear, I sat down and cried be-
fore regaining my composure and boarding 
the plane.

Once I was on the plane I sat next to a 
nice young Indian woman my age and her 
father. We had some things in common to 

(Continued on Page 9)

OSWALD ALUMINUM
5190 NW HWY 441, OCALA

FREE ESTIMATES 622-5748FREE ESTIMATES 622-5748

OSWALD ALUMINUM
7821 W. Hwy 40 Ocala

www.oswaldaluminum.com
Do-It-Yourself Kits Now Available

Glass RoomsGlass Rooms
Screen Rooms Screen Rooms 

Replacement WindowsReplacement Windows
Garage ScreensGarage Screens
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Governor Rick Scott

FROM THE GOVERNOR’S DESK

number one competitor Texas, in job growth 
because our pro-business, low-tax policies 
are out-competing other locations as a top 
place for jobs. Florida’s economy is boom-
ing, but we cannot become complacent or 
slow down our efforts to make Florida fi rst 
in the world for job creation. We look for-
ward to working with the Legislature to cre-
ate the new Florida Enterprise Fund to make 
Florida more competitive for jobs.”

In September, Florida ranked second 
among the largest states in total private-
sector jobs added, with more than 234,000 
jobs created over the year. This is the sixth 
consecutive month that Florida has created 
more private-sector jobs over the year than 
Texas, even though Texas’s population is 
signifi cantly higher.

Florida Department of Economic Op-
portunity Executive Director Jesse Panuc-
cio said, “For the seventh month in a row, 
Florida had the highest rate of job creation 
among large states.  We even beat Texas—
again.  The Scott Administration’s pro-
growth policies are working and Florida is 
showing the nation how to create economic 
prosperity.”

Since December 2010, Florida businesses 

(Continued from Page 8) have created 941,000 private-sector jobs. In 
September, the unemployment rate dropped 
to 5.2 percent, less than half the December 
2010 rate and the lowest in seven years.

* * * * *
Governor Rick Scott Appoints Two to the 

Diabetes Advisory Council
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – Governor Rick 

Scott announced one appointment and one 
reappointment to the Diabetes Advisory 
Council.

Dr. Mark Kummer, 57, of Pensacola, is a 
physician and community health center di-
vision chief at Nemours Children’s Clinic. 
He fi lls a vacant seat and is appointed for a 
term beginning October 23, 2015, and end-
ing July 1, 2016.

Dr. Leslene Gordon, 57, of Lutz, is the 
community health director for the Florida 
Department of Health in Hillsborough. She 
is reappointed for a term beginning October 
23, 2015, and ending July 1, 2019.

talk about  as they were traveling to Copen-
hagen for her to begin her fi rst year of grad-
uate school, the same school as two of my 
friends that also lived in Copenhagen were 
about to begin. We talked a bit before take-
off and I told them how my wallet had just 
been stolen and asked if I could borrow the 
fathers’ phone to alert my friend who would 
be picking me up in Copenhagen about what 
had happened. He was kind enough to oblige 
me, a desperate stranger and nobody to him. 
It was a short but very stressful fl ight and I 
wasn’t able to sleep through it at all. How 
long would I have to go without having any 
access to money and how much of a prob-
lem would this be once I met my new, soon 
to be, Danish host?

Once landing in Copenhagen and seeing 
my Danish friend, whom I had met just be-
fore the completion of my earlier summer 
study program, I felt a thousand times bet-
ter to see a familiar face. From his house I 
contacted my family and they were able to 
wire me some money the next day. This was 
a relief but still only a temporary fi x for the 
problem. My parents were not joint account 
holders so getting my banks to send me out 
new cards at their request and to ship them 
to another country instead of my home ad-
dress proved to be a crazy process. Even 
after my father was able to ship me a new 
credit card, it didn’t have a chip in it, only 
the swipe portion on the back. Rarely does 
anyone in Europe use the swipe part and 

“Not All Who Wander Are Lost”
(Continued from Page 6) mainly only uses the chip. So even after I 

got my card I wasn’t able to use it anywhere 
and still needed to have cash sent through 
Western Union. It also wasn’t feasible for 
me to contact my banks because all I could 
call was 1-800 numbers that would have had 
me on hold for WAY too long considering 
the cost of international calling rates. 

The consequences of this seemingly mi-
nor loss, proved to be heavy and great even 
far into the future. The lesson I learned here? 
Make sure you plan out in advance an ac-
tion plan for in case you get robbed. Make 
certain you know how to get in touch with 
and receive banking services while abroad. 
Above all, make sure you have the names 
of at least one other person that you trust on 
your bank accounts. That way if any tragedy 
does befall you, there is someone stateside 
that can act on your behalf.

In the end, it took me the better part of 
three months before I was able to have mon-
ey again, without relying on Western Union. 
Luckily, while I was there in Denmark I 
was able to fi nd access to Western Unions, 
and because I was living with another new 
HelpX host named Mette, my food and basic 
necessities were taken care of.

Contact info:
Kailah is a 2015 graduate of the Univer-

sity of Florida, with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Family, Youth, and Community 
Sciences. She Plans to incorporate her trav-
els into her future career and volunteer en-
deavors and eat as much gelato as reason-

ably affordable. If you have any questions or 
comments she can be contacted by email at: 

abroadwithclass@gmail.com or you can fol-
low her on Instagram at: Abroadwithclass
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Governor Rick Scott

FROM THE GOVERNOR’S DESK

Gov. Scott Honors 101 Veterans with 
Governor’s Veterans Service Award in 
Lakeland .

LAKELAND, Fla. – October 23rd, Gov-
ernor Rick Scott awarded 101 Florida Vet-
erans with the Governor’s Veterans Service 
Award for their service to Florida and the 
nation.  

Governor Scott, “Following the 240th 
birthday of the Navy last week, I am hon-
ored to recognize fellow Navy veterans and 
many other American heroes today for their 
brave service. As a Navy veteran myself, I 
recognize that it is important to take every 
opportunity to thank our military members 
for their commitment to protecting our state 
and nation.” 

The Governor recognized the following 
Florida Veterans in his speech today: 

Harry Alexander
Harry Alexander is a World War II Vet-

eran and a Second Class Petty Offi cer who 
was a gunner on patrol boats in the Philip-
pines from 1942 to 1947. He has received 
three Purple Hearts during his service in the 
U.S. Navy. He received his fi rst medal in the 
Philippines in 1944 where he was shot by 
a sniper while his boat traveled through a 
narrow passage. Only a week later, an artil-
lery shell exploded on the same boat and he 
received shrapnel wound to his lower back. 
His third Purple Heart came later that year 
where he was shot at by a Japanese plane 

and thrown into the Gulf. Harry was also 
presented with a Quilt of Valor from the 
Lakeland Military Order of the Purple Heart 
this past June.  

Jack Merrill 
Jack began his naval career in 1959 and 

attended the Submarine School in Connecti-
cut. Only two years later while still stationed 
at a base in Key West, Jack served during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. Jack left the Key 
West submarine base several years later, and 
returned to Maine after his service in Flori-
da. This past year, he was also instrumental 
in establishing the Submarine Veterans Me-
morial in Bartow to honor submariners who 
have served in the military. 

Danny Johnson
Danny Johnson holds the distinction of 

being the longest serving soldier within the 
53rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team with 
more than 40 years of service in the Florida 
National Guard and 30 years of service in 
the Full Time Technician Program.  He has 
served multiple deployments in Operation 
Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  

He continues to serve as a member of 
2-116th Field Artillery as the Senior Intel-
ligence NCO in the Battalion S2 Section and 
is the Surface Maintenance Mechanic Lead-
erman at FMS 4.  Danny Johnson is married 
with three children and one grandchild, and 
currently resides in Haines City, Florida.  

Florida Veterans Medal

The “Governor’s Veterans Service 
Award” honors Floridians who have served 
in the U.S. Military. The front of the medal 
depicts the Great Seal of the State of Flori-

da. The back of the medal displays the fi ve 
seals representing the fi ve branches of U.S. 
Military with an inscription that reads “Hon-
oring Those Who Served.”
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