
God Bless our Troops
Support Wounded Warriors

We Endorse The Constitution

Yandles Open House We Can Ship Anything!

An Open House was held at Yandles Building Materials. It was well attended - mostly by Ocala 
Business Leaders, which Clark Yandle has been a member of for many years.  Look for more pic-
tures on page 7.

Veterans Day at Ocala/Marion County Veterans Memorial Park drew thousands of people assembling to honor our Veterans. Pictured is the 
preparation of ceremony of presenting the Flags.  There were many speakers, the Forest High School band played, They had a chorus representing 
many schools, a Mounted Patrol and more. Our Veterans gave and gave to protect us from our enemies, now it’s our turn. 

Nestled in the corner at Church Hill 
Square Plaza is Pakmail, one of the finest 
businesses in Ocala. They boast “We can 
Ship anything, anywhere!”

Pictured are Walter Arnold and Russ 
Moore. Walter Arnold manages the store 
and is Russ Moore’s son. The store is family 
owned by Walter and his mother and father, 
Russ and Sally. 

In the beginning Walter had worked for 
the previous owners, later the family pur-
chased the business. Pakmail ships by UPS/
FedEx/DHL/US Mail and numerous freight 
carriers. One stop shopping. Some of the 
services available are custom crating, cus-
tom boxing, fax services, some pickup and 
many other business related services.

PAKMAIL is celebrating its 17 years of 
successful Christmas shipping. They are 
experts in custom packaging and shipping. 
When you enter the store all you will see are 
friendly faces. One of their favorite charities 
is Big Sun Youth Soccer, Aces for Autism 
and their church. 

Two examples of unusual things they 
have shipped are a race car and an alligator.

The store is located in Church Hill Square 
Plaza at 303 SE 17th St #309 Ocala, FL. See 
them today for your Christmas packing and 
shipping needs. Check out their ad in this 
paper.   Call them at 352-368-9779.

Governors Ask President Obama 
to Suspend Syrian Refugees
WASHINGTON, D. C. - Twenty-sev-

en Republican governors sent a letter to 
President Obama today requesting that he 
pause his plan to resettle additional Syrian 
refugees into the U.S. until further improve-
ments can be made to the vetting process for 
these candidates.

Governors Robert Bentley of Alabama, 

Doug Ducey of Arizona, Asa Hutchinson 
of Arkansas, Rick Scott of Florida, Nathan 
Deal of Georgia, Butch Otter of Idaho, 
Bruce Rauner of Illinois, Mike Pence of In-
diana, Terry Branstad of Iowa, Sam Brown-
back of Kansas, Bobby Jindal of Louisiana, 
Paul LePage of Maine, Pete Ricketts of Ne-
braska, Brian Sandoval of Nevada, Chris 

Christie of New Jersey, Susana Martinez of 
New Mexico, Pat McCrory of North Caro-
lina, Jack Dalrymple of North Dakota, John 
Kasich of Ohio, Mary Fallin of Oklahoma, 
Nikki Haley of South Carolina, Dennis 
Daugaard of South Dakota, Bill Haslam of 
Tennessee, Greg Abbott of Texas, Gary Her-

(Continued on Page 3)
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Tom’s Picks will 
help you find the 
services you need.  
Call 804-1223
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The Chris Blair for re-election Family Picnic 
at Silver Springs State Park kicked off with live 
entertainment, great food, lots of children’s 
activities and over 1,000 attendees.  Pictured 
are a few of the Blair Team and Charlie and 
Michelle Stone.  Dennis Baxley spoke about 
current affairs and uniting our country. Last 
but not least Elvis made an appearance.  Bill 
Lindsey put on a good Elvis Show singing all 
the Elvis favorites. 
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Governors Ask President Obama to 
Suspend Syrian Refugees
bert of Utah, Scott Walker of Wisconsin, and 
Matt Mead of Wyoming all signed on to the 
letter. In the letter, the governors express se-
rious concerns about recent comments made 
by Federal Bureau of Investigation Director 
James Comey in which he admitted that the 
U.S. does not have the capacity to adequate-
ly screen all Syrian refugees who attempt to 
enter the U.S. 

As governors, we are charged with ensur-
ing the safety and wellbeing of our citizens. 
In order to adequately fulfill this duty, we 

(Continued from Page 1) request that you immediately review the 
process by which you conduct background 
checks on all individuals applying for refu-
gee status and address the gaps acknowl-
edged by your director of the FBI.

In the wake of this recent tragedy, and 
until we can ensure the citizens of our states 
that an exhaustive review of all security 
measures has been completed and the neces-
sary changes have been implemented, we re-
spectfully request that you suspend all plans 
to resettle additional Syrian refugees.

Florida House of Representatives

Dennis K. Baxley

This week 
House Bill 169 
was presented to 
the Criminal Jus-
tice Subcommit-
tee. This bill was 
drafted in direct re-
sponse to a Florida 
Supreme Court rul-
ing, which stated 

that the original 
legislative intent of Stand Your Ground was 
unclear in regards to the burden of proof in 
Stand Your Ground hearings. The Supreme 

Court had ruled that the burden of proof rests 
with the accused. That was not the legisla-
tive intent. In fact, when Stand Your Ground 
was passed, a pre-trial hearing was never 
contemplated; this was a construct of the 
courts. Currently, the burden of proof lies 
on the citizen claiming self-defense. This ef-
fectively designates such citizens as guilty 
until proven innocent. House Bill 169 would 
change the burden of proof, reconciling the 
fact that American justice asserts the defen-
dant as innocent until proven guilty. It is al-
ways the duty of the state to prove a crime 
was committed. Unfortunately, HB 169 did 

not pass its first committee, Criminal Justice 
Subcommittee. Justice Cannady and Polston 
made clear in their dissenting opinion, ”By 
imposing the burden of proof on the defen-
dant at the pretrial evidentiary hearing, the 
majority substantially curtails the benefit 
of the immunity from trial conferred by the 
legislature under the Stand Your Ground 

law. There is no reason to believe that the 
legislature intended for a defendant to be 
denied immunity and subjected to trial when 
that defendant would be entitled to acquittal 
at trail on the basis of a Stand Your Ground 
defense. 

”We will be back.
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Tom Loury

PuBlisher’s notes

I went to my 
class reunion in 
South Florida last 
month, “It’s been 
taken over by old 
people!” Like me! 
Ha Ha. We had a 
great time. A few 
people were still 
putting on the dog, 

but for the most part 
it was fun. I had a few famous people in my 
class like Attorney General Butterworth, he 
was there, left early. The DJ announced he 
hoped the Saturday night crowd did better 

than the Friday night crowd, they shut at 
8:30! I vowed to make it past 9:00 Ha! We 
were still going at midnight.

****
Got a chance to see my brother while I 

was down there, he has been ailing for some 
time. It seems he has been trying to get into 
the VA for years to no avail. Recently, prob-
ably because of all the scandals, he was seen. 
He has been in and out of the local hospital 
three or four times this year, with large bills 
building. They finally admitted he was ex-
posed to Agent Orange. He is in a wheel-
chair, on oxygen, can’t walk, has to eat a 
special diet and take lots of pills. I wonder 

if he could have gotten into the VA earlier 
would he be in this bad of shape and have a 
better quality of life. No one has served jail 
time for all of this!

****
When I reflect back at what has happened 

to me over the years I wonder why I’m still 
in the newspaper business. I have had an 
atheist call and write and complain about 
our printed views. A couple of gay rights  
people called me and were unhappy that I 
ran a letter from a little old lady who was put 
back by a couple of men at a public pool and 
their behavior, mind you I did not print my 
opinion just hers.

I have been known to stand up for the 
very young and the elderly. The people in 
between can pretty much take care of them-
selves. I was up to my neck in the Cherry-

wood incident. An elderly man asked me for 
help because the group of elderly residents 
were trying have a meeting but it was being 
disrupted by outside people. Arrests were 
made but the wrong people were arrested. 
I went and got involved  and we worked it 
out. I rented a hall and they had their meet-
ing. I guess I could write a book, at least I 
have been told to.

Which takes me to my main goal in this 
newspaper, “I believe that every person has 
the right to see their opinion in print” that’s 
what I do! Yes it gets me into trouble but, 
that’s how I see our newspaper’s job. Print 
the views of the people and I have printed 
the unpopular view before. A letter to the 
editor is just that, I run them as is!

What say you? tloury@att.net

OSWALD ALUMINUM
5190 NW HWY 441, OCALA

FREE ESTIMATES 622-5748FREE ESTIMATES 622-5748

OSWALD ALUMINUM
7821 W. Hwy 40 Ocala

www.oswaldaluminum.com
Do-It-Yourself Kits Now Available

Glass RoomsGlass Rooms
Screen Rooms Screen Rooms 

Replacement WindowsReplacement Windows
Garage ScreensGarage Screens

Newspaper Deadlines
Editorial & Ad Copy for January

Seniors Voice & Ocala DownTown 
12am, December 16th

Lady Lake Magazine & Village Spectator 
12am, December 22nd

Lindsay Sykes
now at

            ountry Girl Salon

   19240 E Pennsylvania Ave.
   Dunnellon, FL  34431

Color, Cut, Style, Eyebrow Wax $50
New Clients Only

Call Lindsay at
(352) 400-1890

to schedule
coupon expires 12/31/15
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Kevin Sheilley
ocala/Marion county chaMBer &

econoMic PartnershiP

Recently, the 
Ocala Star Banner 
wrote an opinion 
editorial entitled 
Shortchanged on 
Impact Fees, which 
we believe with 
more information 
the writers would 
have understood 
the proposed ap-

proach actually maximizes funding for 
transportation and public safety—two sig-
nificant needs in our community.

This is an issue which has been discussed 
and debated at public meetings for more than 
six months. The driver for this discussion is 
economics. For those who are unaware of 
this discussion, earlier this year theCounty 
Commission hired a consultant (as required 
by law) to review transportation impact fees 
should they be reinstated. The consultant did 
come back with a set of recommendations. 
However, more than a few people were dis-
turbed by the recommendations.

The Commission did ask the CEP to as-
semble a task force to review. The task force 
included representatives from engineering, 
road building, commercial real estate, resi-
dential real estate, home builders, commer-
cial builders, law, developers, finance, and 

appraisers. The group represented profes-
sionals who work on the front lines in this 
area every day but it also represented groups 
who at times are at different points in this 
discussion. Yet despite their differences, this 
diverse group came to a unanimous set of 
recommendations.

The greatest challenge to the consultant 
recommended impact fees (besides creating 
the highest fee schedule in the region) was 
the lack of knowledge to current building 
challenges. Coming out of the Great Reces-
sion, anyone who has built or purchased a 
home or building has experienced the con-
servative nature of appraisals. What one 
may not realize is that approximately 30% 
of proposed new construction is NOT ap-
praising at estimated construction cost. In 
other words, it costs more to build thanthe 
appraiser thinks it is worth. If a project does 
not appraise, then it does not get built.

The task force made a number of recom-
mendations which included reduced impact 
fees and the sales tax. A four-year sales tax 
not only generates more money for our sub-
stantial backlog of transportation needs but 
it also provides a significant source of rev-
enue for both public safety and our cities. 
The sales tax (1% would cost the average 
Marion County household less than $100 
per year) would ensure that everyone is 

helping to fund our transportation and pub-
lic safety. It ensures that the thousands of 
guests and tourists who use our roads and 
rely on our public safety system while in 
Marion County are helping to support and 
fund these items.

The path, which has allowed our commu-
nity to get to this point, is an excellent ex-
ample of our elected leaders partnering with 
community members with on the ground 
experience to come to solutions that address 
pressing issues.

excludes U.S. Mail
Expires 1/31/2016

To be the catalyst for a prosperous community.  

 

We invite you to get acquainted at a complimentary, no-obligation  

“GET GOING! New Partner Orientation” 
 

This 60-minute overview is a casual format for you to learn more about the 
CEP and how partnership in this progressive organization will provide you 

with additional resources, connections, and advocacy to help in YOUR 
business development and growth initiatives. 

 
For more information and the date of the next session, please contact: 

Felecia Prather at 352-629-8051 or felecia@ocalacc.com 
 

310 SE Third Street | Ocala, FL  34471 | www.ocalacc.com 

The Ocala/Marion County Chamber of Commerce 
and the Economic Development Corporation are 
Moving Forward! and have unified to create the 

Ocala/Marion County Chamber & Economic Partnership (CEP). 
 

The CEP will serve as the central resource for all businesses in 
Marion County:  new, relocating, existing, large, small 

and budding entrepreneurs! 
 

The forward momentum of this vibrant organization will focus 
on economic growth while maintaining the beauty and quality of 

life in Ocala and Marion County. 

(NAPSI)—When the holidays, a birth-
day, anniversary or other occasion comes 
your way, you can be seen as someone with 
a gift for giving-and you don’t have to break 
the bank to do so. 

Here’s how:
Give a gift that they can always have 

with them. For example, a great way to say 
you care is with a prepaid phone and ser-
vice. There are a number of reasons why. 

First, with prepaid phones, the recipients 
aren’t stuck with a two-year contract and 
they can pick the plans that fit their call-
ing and data needs. You pay for nearly ev-
erything up front and get exactly what you 
pay for. Find the phone you want and buy 
it. Pick a plan, make a payment and add 
money to the account regularly to maintain 
service. There are no annual contracts, no 
credit checks, no overage fees and no roam-
ing charges.

To make it even better, Boost Mobile 

now rewards customers with more high-
speed data at no extra cost with its Growing 
Data Plans. Customers can earn up to 3GB 
more high-speed data by making on-time 
payments. Every third on-time payment 
earns an extra 500MB of high-speed data. 

Unlimited high-speed data right from the 
start is also available and all monthly plans 
include Unlimited Talk and Text and reliable 
service on the Nationwide Sprint 4G LTE 
Network. 

You can pick from Android-powered 
smartphones and superaffordable basic 
phones from top-tier manufacturers. 

Finally, for the music lover on your list, 
there’s Virgin Mobile Unlimited plans that 
include data-free music streaming via Pan-
dora, iHeartRadio and Slacker Radio. It’ll 
be easy for them to stream all the music they 
want, without data charges. They can also 
enjoy Unlimited Data, Talk and Text with 
1GB of high-speed data. 

How to Pick A Present With a Future

BUY LOCALBUY LOCAL
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Vaccines aren’t over because you’re an adult. You need
protection from diseases like pneumonia, tetanus,
pertussis and the flu.

Complications from childhood disease can be more
severe in adults so check with your health care
provider and make sure you’re up-to-date!

Learn more at ImmunizeFlorida.org.

TALK TO YOUR
HEALTH CARE PROVIDER

ABOUT VACCINE PROTECTION
FROM THESE DISEASES:

Tetanus-Diphtheria-Pertussis

Human Papillomavirus

Meningitis (Meningococcal)

Measles-Mumps-Rubella 

Chickenpox

Seasonal Flu

Pneumonia

Shingles

Hepatitis A and/or B infection

Download
“CDC Vaccine Schedules”

free for iOS and Android devices.

KeepVaccine
Between
You&Disease

Florida Department of Health • FloridaHealth.gov
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TomL Publishing LLC
Serving Communities in Marion, Lake & Sumter County Florida

Tom Loury
352-804-1223
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GOD BLESS OUR  TROOPS

IN GOD WE TRUST

• The Villages, Sumter County, FL
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Tom’s Picks
Do you need some work done and don’t know who to call?  

Call Tom’s Pick’s.  We can direct you to business people 
that are invovled in the community and are the “Best of the 
Best.”

Call the advertisers in this paper first!
Call Tom at 804-1223
• • •

How do you like Obama Now?

Let me tell you how my Tom‘s Picks is 
growing and what I am doing to develop it.

Tom’s Picks is helping about 100 rea-
ders every 90 days. It astounds me that we 
are getting calls at this rate. I will refer you 
to my customers first. Then I look for ser-

vices under well known Business Clubs and 
Chambers of Commerce to try to get you the 
Best of the Best. Part of the weeding process 
is they must be highly visible in the com-
munity, like active in the Chamber, or other 
large groups that screen their members.

Chamber Breakfast

  The chamber breakfast was sponsored by Project Legacy, a group of churches, civic organi-
zations and businesses that raise money for children’s issues.  Please find above photo from 
the chamber breakfast with, on Left, Sidney Brock, Heritage Community Church (a member of 
Project Legacy), Dr. Susan Moxley, Superintendent of Lake County Schools center, and Karen 
Mercer of Brown & Brown Insurance, right. 
  Dr. Susan Moxley spoke to the attending crowd on “The State of our Local Education System 
in Lake County as it Relates to the Northern Lake County Area”.  Dr. Moxley also highlighted 
the importance of partnerships among local businesses, civic groups, churches and individu-
als to help address the needs of children within their community while leveraging resources 
to help meet those needs.

Lady Lake Chamber Expo

Letter from TN
In my opinion this bill that passed is ille-

gally. They have beat up, threatened, bribed 
everyone they think they can get away with 
to reach a vote to win Obamacare. Marco 
Rubio, a Florida candidate is starting a peti-
tion to recall, throw out or what ever it is 
called when something illegal is put back 
right. Some 38 states are postering for a bat-
tle over the healthcare bill, they will never 
quit, I continue to voice your and my opin-
ion and vote accordingly in the next election 

and every election in the future.
I was sitting in my living room listening 

to this great orator and the people who are 
surrounding him. The people who are not 
around him are the people that are going to 
pay the bill. If you listen to you can only think 
that he really believes he is right. Economist 
all over the world say his is wrong. Some of 
the top 5 employers say there will be thou-
sands of their employees out of work. Cat-
apillar says it will cost them 

The attendance was good.  A slow moving 
crowd flowed through the expo, never end-
ing but then about closing time it stopped. 

The vendors did well and no complaints 
from the visitors.

(Continued on Page 10)
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Tom’s Picks
Do you need some work done 

and don’t know who to call?  
Call Tom’s Picks at 804-1223

• • •

How do you like Obama Now?
This question has created quite a lot of interest in the 

paper.  Some give us their views, we would like to hear 
yours.

• • •

Let me tell you how my Tom’s Picks is 
growing and what I am doing to develop it.

Copy Shoppe Sold: Clint Jones and Janet Ginsberg sold the Copy Shoppe. The new owner 
Ray Arriaga takes position June first. Pictured from left is Janet Jones, Ray Arriaga and Clint 
Jones. Good luck Clint and Janet!

Budget deficit
Many Democrats talk about Obama in-

heriting a huge deficit from Bush, so let take 
a short history lesson. 

Budgets come from Congress not the 
White House. The Democratic party has 
controlled Congress since January 2007.  
They controlled the budget process for  2008 
and 2009, as well as  2010.  In that first year, 
the Dems had to contend with Bush, which 
caused them to compromise on spending, 
when Bush belatedly got tough on spend-
ing increases. For 2009, Nancy Pelosi and 
Harry Reid bypassed George Bush entirely, 
passing continuing resolutions to keep gov-
ernment running until Barack Obama could 
take office.  At that time, they passed a mas-
sive omnibus spending bill to complete the 
2009 budgets.

Where was Barack Obama during this 
time?  He was a member of  Congress that 
passed all of these massive spending bills, 
and he signed the omnibus bill as President 
to complete 2009.  Let‘s look at what the 
deficits was during that period. 

The Democrats did not inherited any def-
icit, the 2007 deficit, the last of the Repub-
lican budgets.  That deficit was the lowest 
in five years, and the fourth straight decline 
in deficit spending.  After that, Democrats 
in Congress took control of spending, and 
that includes Barack Obama, who voted for 
the budgets.  If Obama inherited anything, 
he inherited it from himself. 

What Obama is saying is I inherited a 
deficit that I voted for and then I voted to 
expand that deficit four-fold since January 

(Continued on Page 3)

Debate? No these are husband and wife speakers from the Ocala Business Leaders Meeting 
and pictures are from two separate weeks. Left is Lorri Silvera  Development Coordinator 
PACE Center for Girls of Marion County and on the right, Evelio Silvera of the Ocala Marion 
County Chamber of Commerce, he is the VP of business Developement and Public Affairs. 
Evelio was speaking on Your Business and the Internet and how to have success in 60 days 
to social Marketing. Photos by Charles Gordon of Charles Gordon Photography.

Lorri Silvera Evelio Silvera

School Board Turmoil
by Tom Loury
Another flare-up in the school board 

chambers. You’ve got to give Jackie Porter 
credit for being gutsy. A lone vote not to 
approve $500,000 for new roofs for three 
buildings at Dunnellon High school. This 
writer lived in Dunnellon and heard teach-
ers and people around town talking about 
how fast the construction was going bad in-
cluding talk about the roof leaking. I believe 
there was talk about the roof leaking before 
it was eight years old. Back then there was 
a decision to look into it.  Matter of fact I 
think Bobby James was the principal back 
then and he is now part of the School Board, 
why don’t they ask him? The roof was prob-
ably patched. Who was the contractor? What 
was the warranty? The current School Board 
is not responsible for what happened that 
many years ago but I think it is their respon-

sibility to make things right especially when 
they are spending the tax payers’ money.

What can they do? Talk to their attorneys 
and ask what legally can be done and come 
out with a statement. The statute of limita-
tions probably ran out.

Jackie Porter is asking these questions 
wanting answers and she is being ridiculed 
for it. Yes the if the roof is leaking it needs 

(Continued on Page)

(Continued on Page 9)

WE ARE EXCITED
WE ARE EXCITED! This is our first is-

sue of our “Ocala DownTown” newspaper. 
We are circulating it in the downtown area (Continued on Page 3)

from Pine East on Silver Springs Blvd. It 
will be meshed with the Seniors Voice of 
Ocala which covers the 200 corridor. We 

have 10,000 circulation and will be featur-
ing businesses from time to time. Our cam

TomL Publishing, LLC
P.O. Box 1698, Dunnellon, FL 34430
tloury@att.net
Phone: (352) 804-1223

Visit Us Online:
www.LadyLakeMagazine.com
www.VillageSpectator.com
www.SeniorsVoiceOfOcala.com
www.OcalaDowntown.com Full Page  $ 528

1/2 Page  384
1/4 Page  224
1/8 Page  112
Color   30
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Tom’s Picks
Do you need some work done and don’t know who to call?  

Call Tom’s Pick’s.  We can direct you to business people 
that are invovled in the community and are the “Best of the 
Best.”

Call the advertisers in this paper first!
Call Tom at 804-1223

How do you like Obama Now?

Let me tell you how my Tom‘s Picks is 
growing and what I am doing to develop it.

Tom’s Picks is helping about 100 rea-
ders every 90 days. It astounds me that we 
are getting calls at this rate. I will refer you 
to my customers first. Then I look for ser-

vices under well known Business Clubs and 
Chambers of Commerce to try to get you the 
Best of the Best. Part of the weeding process 
is they must be highly visible in the com-
munity, like active in the Chamber, or other 
large groups that screen their members.

Progress Energy Speaker A New Philly Is Born

A philly born this morning on the Loury Ranch. Pictured is Lindsay Sykes holding her philly 
just hours old. To be fair the light spots on the new philly is the sun coming through the trees, 
but she is colorful and already likes people. The coldest or near coldest day of the year, 20 
degrees at daylight she was found prancing in the pasture next to her mother.

“The Party of No”
On November 18, 2009, Senate Major-

ity Leader Harry Reid unveiled the Senate’s 
health care reform legislation.  Unlike the 
health care bill passed in the House of Rep-
resentatives, Senator Reid’s proposal would 
allow the 

Secretary of Health and Human Servic-

es to include coverage of elective abortion 
services in the government-run health care 
reform.

I am the Party of No.  No to being forced 
to pay for someone’s abortion.  No to gov-
ernment-run health care insurance.  No 
to Democrats’ closed door pork barreling 

(Continued on Page 5)

Pictured is Tom Loury of TomL Publishing and Jerry Miller of Progress Energy. Jerry was the 
guest speaker at the Lady Lake Chamber breakfast meeting. Jerry pointed out many thing that 
the business people did not, but the thing that impressed me most was the jobs the building of 
the new Nuc plants would bring to an area. The new Crystal River Plant would bring upwards 
to 8,000 for approximately 8 years. You can just imagine what 20 Nuc plants would bring to 
the US economy. 
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that are invovled in the community and are the “Best of the 
Best.”

Call the advertisers in this paper first!
Call Tom at 804-1223
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How do you like Obama Now?
This question has created quite a lot of interest in the 

paper.  Some give us their views, we would like to hear 
yours.

• • •
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Let me tell you how my Tom’s Picks is 
growing and what I am doing to develop it.

Tom’s Picks is helping about 100 read-
ers every 90 days. It astounds me that we 
are getting calls at this rate. I will refer you 
to my customers first. Then I look for ser-

vices under well known Business Clubs and 
Chambers of Commerce to try to get you the 
Best of the Best. Part of the weeding process 
is they must be highly visible in the com-
munity, like active in the Chamber, or other 
large groups that screen their members.

16th Annual Fishing Derby Tempers Flare with 
School Board Meeting
Marion County School Board
By Tom Loury
I recently read an article that was in the 

Ocala Star Banner, Thursday April 15, 2010 
front page about Jackie Porter and the School 
Superintendent Yancey. If you look at the ar-
ticle it is reported with Jackie Porter’s alle-
ged file and the story is presented like a fe-
deral court case. The interesting fact is there 
were no quotes from Jackie Porter and no 
remarks from her defending herself. It’s not 
because she refused to remark but in fact, 
she was never asked or interviewed for this 
story. That bothers me more than any of the 
following comments. I believe that everyone 
should have the right to defend themselves 
in print.

I feel somewhat responsible for some 
of the friction between the  School Board 
and Jackie Porter. With the School Board, 
as elected officials, you would not have ex-
pected  a reaction like this.  Elected officials 
give up their privacy and are fair game for 
any questions that comes your way. Jackie 
Porter said she sent Mr. Yancey a personal 
email asking about a sensitive question. Was 
it his son-in-law that was promoted to an ad-
ministrative job?  If the question had been 
anawered it would have stopped right the-
re. Somehow it was brought into the school 
board meeting and tempers flared.  I say Ja-
ckie Porter was elected to watch out for our 
tax dollar as well as is the rest of the School 
Board.

We all have a personal stake in this, OUR 

Jackie Porter

(Continued on Page 8)

To the editor
After reading the article in the Orlando 

Sentinel, March 10, entitled “Your Law-
makers Aren’t Tightening Their Belts” I saw 
red.  Could the members of Congress, and I 
mean both the Democrats and Republicans, 
be more out of touch with their constituents 
and the hardships they are facing?  When 
federal lawmakers vote themselves a 5 per-
cent increase while families are enduring job 
losses, home foreclosures, 2.56 million Flo-
ridians on food stamps, the U.S. banks have 
had their sharpest decline in lending since 
1942 and the worst economy that America 
has seen since the Great Depression of the 
1930s you know for sure that Congress is 
totally out to lunch.  Foreclosures are up 6% 
over last year and the average unemploy-
ment rate in Florida at 12.2 percent is worse 
than the national average at 9.7 percent.  
Osceola and Lake County have the highest 

unemployment rates at 13.5 percent among 
Central Florida counties.  Flagler County at 
17.1 percent has the states highest unem-
ployment rate.  What jobs has the stimulus 
package that was passed last year created?  
As I see it, the only thing it has created is 
more and more government and increased 
our debt.  In addition, we now have this huge 
health care bill that even those who voted 
for it don‘t know whats in it that everyone 
will have to pay for.  Its time the members of 
Congress were in touch with their constitu-
ents and the hardships they are facing, were 
made accountable for their actions or voted 
out of office. 

RAK    
********
To the Village Spectator
The article by Charlette Poss, “Your 

Health”, was one of the best I’ve read con-

(Continued on Page 2)

TAX money. Many of us have been prea-
ching “buy local”. This story started when 
many businesses, elected officials and orga-
nizations started encouraging people to buy 
local. I’m sure you have seen some of the 
buy local campaigns. The county is taking 
pride in their buy local efforts and they are 
buying local, but a small segment appears 
not to be.

At a meeting I was hearing complaints 
from businessman Doctor R. Ronald Cor-
bett, owner of Ink Solutions who talked 
about his recent experience in his attempt at 
a bid on a $200,000 plus contract with the 
school system. Corbett said he went through 
all the paperwork and met all the regula-

(Continued on Page 2)

The Senior Fishing Derby broke all re-
cords. Hundreds turned out for the 16th 
annual Senior Fishing Derby, co-hosted 
by TomL Publishing and the City of Ocala 
Parks and Recreation Department.

Dozens of fisherman/women in wheel-
chairs and walkers showed up to fish. 

We have never had better weather - it was 
perfect. The fish were biting slow but there 
were fish there. There was so many people 
we may have made the fish skittish. Fish 
were caught and released. The big fish was a 
keeper size bass and the winner was Priscilla 

Wendy Netherclift
352-895-4168

Yandles Building Materials held an Open 
House last month for the Ocala Business 
Leaders and more. The event was well at-
tended. There were vendor tables available 

so that anyone that wanted to set up a table 
could show their products and services. 
There was plenty of food and friends to cel-
ebrate the Yandles open house.

Yandles Open House



Page 8, Seniors Voice/Downtown – December, 2015

The weather was great, the fish were bit-
ing and there was no shortage of fishermen / 
fisherwomen. The senior fishing derby was 
held at Lake Tuscawilla. It is put on the Parks 
and Recreation. The grillman was volun-
teer Dustin Echols (Clay Electric), trophies 
came from BJ Trophies, Floyd Hershberger 

and also volunteering was PAKMAIL’s own 
Russ Moore - helping to give tickets out and 
helping with the catch and release. Grace 
Huffman was the coordinator and the person 
behind the scene making sure the food was 
purchased.  Indoor cooking was supervisor 
Diane Leaf. We thank all who helped with 

Senior Fishing Derby
this event. It creates memories for many 
seniors and gets them outdoors in the sun-
shine. Watch in this paper for the next senior 
fishing derby.
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Sobering Statistics: Impaired Driving 
During the Holidays

By Sheriff Chris Blair
Christmas and New Year’s are some of 

the most festive times of the year: family 
get-togethers and parties are things we love 
about the holiday season but these festivities 
can be dampened due to drunk driving. The 
U.S. National Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism reports that drunk drivers 
play a role in about 40 percent of traffic 
deaths over the holidays. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation says that 300 Ameri-
cans die each year in the days surrounding 
the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. 
An average of 27 people nation-wide die 
each day in December due to drunk-driving 
wrecks alone. 

The victims of impaired driving have no 
limits: they can be grandparents, parents, 
young adults with bright futures and chil-
dren who have not yet experienced all the 
wonderful things life has to offer. These sta-
tistics are supposed to be sobering. Drinking 
and driving is truly a selfish act that affects 

so many people, and yet, this issue is easily 
prevented.

During the holidays, we encourage you 
to prevent impaired driving by not consum-
ing alcoholic beverages if you plan to drive. 
If a guest does consume alcohol at a party, 
make sure a designated driver is arranged 
or have them sleep over at a friend’s house 
until they sober up. When driving on the 
roads, be extra vigilant and practice defen-
sive driving techniques. In addition to not 
drinking and driving, put your phone down 
and pay attention to the road. Your vehicle 
is the most dangerous weapon you will ever 
possess and being an aware driver helps you 
prevent an accident right out the gate.

Our patrol deputies will be on the roads 
this holiday season looking for impaired 
drivers. If you observe reckless or impaired 
driving, please call 911 so we can dispatch a 
deputy to that location. We are here to serve 
and protect you this holiday season, but tak-
ing these steps to protect yourself and other 
drivers is a step in the right direction.

From the Office of

The Marion CounTy Sheriff

May the
Spirit of Christmas

fill your Hearts with
Love and Peace

Bob’s will be closed December 24th through January 3rd.  
We will reopen on January 4th.

Tom Loury 804-1223

With the cooler weather, it’s a great time 
to take a stroll through the park.  The Azaiias 
are beginning to give us a bloom here and 
there and the park is still green and beauti-
ful.

December events in the Park start with 
the Historical Garden Tour on December 
2nd at 1:00 pm.  Bringing water is recom-
mended and well as closed toed shoes as 
some areas can be rough and uneven.  Tour 
lasts about one hour.

The adult education series  continues 
on December 17 at 10:00 am with Bugs of 
Bibleland.  Go on an excursion through time 
with Mr. Davis, past president of the Ameri-
can Nature Study Society to learn how in-
sects were believed by some ancient cul-
tures to have symbolic meaning and divine 
significance  and were part of their everyday 
lives like they are today.  Refreshments pro-
vided by Friends of Rainbow Springs.

The Guided Bird Walk, led by Citrus 
Audubon President, Fred Hileman, meets at 

8:00 am on December 26 in the Headsprings 
parking lot and continuing through the park.  
Some binoculars are available for use.

The annual Santa Over the Rainbow 
event turns the park into a Christmas Fairy-
land with thousands of lights twinkling .  
The event runs December 11, 12, 13, 18, 
19, and 20 from 6:00 to 8:30 pm.  Santa 
and Mrs. Clause arrive by lighted pontoon 
boat and make their way to  Santa’s cottage 
where they receive visitors.

December 26 and 27 the  event contin-
ues for lights only.   Admission is $1.00 cash 
only.  Children under 6 years old are free.  
Pictures are $2.00.  The Gift Shop and Con-
cession will be open for gift shopping and 
that cup of hot chocolate.  Please, no pets.

Daytime admission to the park is $2.00 
per person with children under 6  years old 
free.   Park is open from 8:00 am to 5:30 pm,  
swimming closes at 4:30 pm..

For more information call 352 465 8555 
or visit  www.floridastateparks.org.

Rainbow Springs State Park
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“Not All Who Wander Are Lost”
Not All Who Wander are Lost: In the 

Garden of Mette
I arrived back in Copenhagen, Denmark 

on August 12, 2014 and planned to stay 
there until early September when I would 
travel to Hungary. My time spent during this 
second round was spent living very simply. 
My host, Mette, had a small home that she 
had built herself on a tiny plot of land on the 
edge of the city. The community she lived 
in was like nothing I had seen before. In the 
1950’s these cabins were summer homes for 
the upper middle class to get out of the city. 
There are now deed restrictions and require-
ments of full time living for these commu-
nities. Such country living while still being 
within the conveniences of the city is a rare 
commodity. By bike, it was still only a 40 
minute bike ride to the heart of Copenhagen. 
Most of the people living here had large gar-

dens in these tiny spaces. To visualize, the 
land plots were just a bit larger than half of 
a volleyball court. Mette’s property was ab-
solutely maximized for gardening. Her goal 
was to be able to grow everything she eats, 
in her garden and minus a few things this 
was nearly a realized goal. She had several 
apple trees, a plum tree, potatoes, various 
squashes, tomatoes, chilies, beans, berries, 
various leafy greens, at least 10 different 
types of herbs, and finally bees. Stepping 
outside and having nearly all of the ingre-
dients needed to make an impressive meal 
all within a 20 foot distance from the front 
door was nothing I had ever experienced! 
I would go outside every day and pick my 
own leaves for making mint & pineapple-
sage tea. Everything was made from scratch 
and she taught me (but I learned poorly) 
how to make various breads from scratch. 

My main job was to pick up the apples that 
would fall each day.

Her house was 900 square feet at best. It 
had a fully equipped kitchen, a living room, 
and an unfinished bathroom. This meant she 
had a compost toilet and then the shower 
wasn’t constructed yet. Just outside the back 
door she had a claw-foot tub that we would 
run the flexible shower head to and then 
shower in the garden. When the weather 
was sunny, this was so nice! But in Copen-
hagen, even in August, the temperature was 
often in the high 50’s or raining. Suddenly 
the outdoor shower was much less romantic. 
Her property was all privacy fenced so there 
was no worry about being seen by neigh-
bors. But I’m sure you’re wondering, “…
wait, compost toilet??” If you do a youtube 
search of “waterless dry toilets” the first vid-
eo that comes up is the closest example to 
what we had. Basically, a compost toilet is 
an alternative to having a septic tank. Here, 
there was a large open tank underneath with 
a normal looking toilet in the bathroom. The 
toilet had diverted the urine away to keep 
the “products” separate (keeping the excre-
ments separated kept it from stinking). Af-
ter a “#2” one would just pour a scoop of 
sawdust into the toilet. Mette said she would 
have to go outside and rotate it only about 
once per month, as she lived alone. She also 
claimed that the only time there was ever 
a smell was if someone who ate meat (she 
was a vegetarian) would stay with her, and 
even still, that it wasn’t substantial. Before 
arriving I knew she had a compost toilet, but 
didn’t really know what to expect. Once I 
got there all my fears were put to rest as it 
was really not too far off from normal and 
certainly not any more dirty or abnormal 
than a typical toilet. 

Her “room” was a loft that was really just 
an extension of the living room. This meant 
I didn’t have my own room or real bed. I set 
up a roll out mattress (that was actually the 
most comfortable bed I had during my entire 
Euro trip) and used an old antique trunk to 
act as a bit of a divider. From my “bed” I 
could look out the big windows that lined 
the living room wall and look out at the 
stars. Since we basically slept in the same 
room we would usually get into our beds 
and then end up having bed time chats, like 
preteen girls at a slumber party. 

(Continued on Page 11)

Walt’s Brake & More
“Guardian of Your Safety Since 1965”

Auto-RV-Truck-Repairs & Storage
Gas & Diesel-Covered & Uncovered

Walt Krumm Jr
walt@waltsbrake.com

www.waltsbrake.com Cell: 352.843.6215
3890 NW Gainesville Rd  Fax: 352.867.1911
Ocala, FL  34475       Shop: 352.629.3134

Approved
Auto Repair
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ONE PERSON’S OPINION

LeTTerS To The ediTor

Well once again Obama has proven he is 
not a leader just a follower.  I can’t believe 
the l words that come out of his mouth, I 
would love to know who his speech writer 
is?  He just loves to tell us he know what is 
best for us even though the majority of us 
don’t want to swallow what he says.  I guess 
he must think he is our Mother and Father, 
Oh that is right he is King!

God help us if we let these refugees in 
here.  The ones we have now (the illegal’s) 
and others do not want to assimilate with 
this Country, we do not need them.  They 
have been trying to push their form of gov-
ernment down our throats in the form of re-
ligion.  I’m sorry anyone who preaches to 
destroy the United States and kill us all es-
pecially  the Christians is not religious and 
cannot be accepted here.  I hear no Muslims 
denying they approve of what is happening 
so??

Obama can’t help himself for standing 

behind the Muslims as I truly believe he is 
one himself after all he was educated in a 
Muslim school and he is always behind in 
everything he does, he defends them all the 
time.  He and Hillary are out of the same 
shell and then you have the socialist wanting 
to be president, is there any difference.

Why is it so hard for them to assimilate, 
they come here supposedly because they 
want the same life we have but then they 
want us to accept their ways, get over it. 
Ethnicity is not a factor, you want to be an 
American then act like and live like one.  
Follow the rule of law honor our Flag and 
live your life not everyone else’s.  Learn our 
language it is not for us to learn yours, you 
came here we did not invite you.  Canada 
and Australia are so right, If you do not like 
it here go home.

Pat
Ocala

Dear Speaker Ryan and Leader McCon-
nell:

Please be aware that several organiza-
tions have requested that our state Depart-
ment of Children and Families support the 
relocation of 425 possible Syrian refugees 
to Florida, as they receive federal funding 
to house these refugees in our state. Follow-
ing the terrorist attacks by ISIS in Paris that 
killed over 120 people and wounded more 
than 350, and the news that at least one of 
the terror attack suspects gained access to 
France by posing as a Syrian refugee, our 
state agency will not support the requests we 
have received.  More importantly, however, 
it is our understanding that the state does 
not have the authority to prevent the federal 
government from funding the relocation of 
these Syrian refugees to Florida even with-
out state  support. Therefore, we are asking 
the United States Congress to take immedi-
ate and aggressive action to prevent Presi-

dent Obama and his administration from 
using any federal tax dollars to fund the re-
location of up to 425 Syrian refugees (the 
total possible number of refugees pending 
for state relocation support at this time) to 
Florida, or anywhere in the United States, 
without an extensive evaluation of the risk 
these individuals may pose to our national 
security.

As the federal elected body that exercises 
oversight and authorizes federal spending, 
please take any action available through 
the powers of the United States Congress to 
prevent federal allocations toward the relo-
cation of Syrian refugees without extensive 
examination into how this would affect our 
homeland security.

My office stands ready to provide any 
available information regarding this request 
for your immediate action.

Sincerely, 
Rick Scott Governor

Governor Rick Scott

froM The Governor’S deSk

“Not All Who Wander Are Lost”
(Continued from Page 10)

Mette was the real definition of a “food-
ie”. She had a Masters degree in food stud-
ies, was currently teaching college level 
food and cooking classes in Copenhagen, 
and also worked as a major event planner for 
large scale food related events. While I was 
there she was working to finish organizing 
an anticipated 3,000 person food festival to 
take place in the middle of the streets of the 
Vesterbro district of Copenhagen. There was 
also a food festival for children that Mette 
was working on and so I volunteered to help 
her out with that. Fancy this, my volunteer 
time even counted towards the practicum 
hours that I needed in order to graduate from 
UF. So all the while I was having this won-
derful and educational life experience, it 
was counting towards my college education/
credits as well. I learned so much about gar-
dening, cooking, and food during my second 
stay in Copenhagen. 

The children’s food festival was oriented 
to teach kids in a hands on way where food 
comes from, what it looks like raw, and be 
encouraged to try new things. They even 
had a stage in which a man butchered a pig 
on stage and educated the crowd by showing 
all of the organs, explaining the uses of each 
part of the animal, what foods they go into, 
and so on. But it wasn’t just all education-
al, there was also two concerts performed, 
including the Danish equivalent of Justin 
Beiber- aka screaming preteens everywhere!

As I had mentioned previously, the per-
spective on parenting in Denmark is very 
different than in the US. Overall, much more 
interactive even if it means higher risk. So 
for example, we worked with the Organic 
Denmark Association in their tent. Our in-
teractive event allowed for groups of chil-

dren (as young as 5) to choose from a large 
variety of vegetables, clean, cut, and prepare 
them to be cooked in a stir-fry over an open 
fire (the adults did the cooking/fire part). 
But the children were given very sharp par-
ing knives or peelers in which to cut up their 
veggies. A group of about 6-8 kids would be 
working at a time with two adults advising 
and verbally guiding them- but very hands 
off overall. The kids would peel dice and 
chop all by themselves with brand new hair 
splitting knives! And over all the days that 
the festival lasted and the several hundred 
children that came through our tent, only 
one person cut themselves. And that person 
was ME, the ADULT! I was washing dishes 
and the knife slipped and… ta da! Danish 
society doesn’t shelter or coddle their chil-
dren as much as we do in the US. Remem-
ber, it was my Danish professor several 
months earlier that had told me, “In Den-
mark we pride ourselves on the right for our 
children to break their arm.” She said this 
to address the general topic, while we were 
discussing playground designs and how they 
have fewer safety features (such as railings) 
than in the US.

In financial news, if you recall just before 
leaving Spain I had my wallet stolen. Well 
my father was able to express mail me a new 
credit card in the meantime. However, Eu-
rope had already converted to the chip sys-
tem that is just now becoming common here 
in America. Being that my new card had no 
chip and only the swipe, I was still basically 
unable to find anywhere that would accept 
my credit card. If the business even had the 
machinery to run a swipe card, it would 
require a PIN number. What? I had never 
used this in America and it proved border-
line impossible to find out my PIN from my 

credit card company. So, this meant a month 
of money wire pickups from my wonderful 
family back home in the meantime until we 
could figure out something more permanent. 
Luckily, I didn’t really need money as liv-
ing with my host Mette still included free 
room and board. And with that, the lack of 
money and tight budget saga continued into 
the future. Little did I know it was about 
to become even more tight as my access to 
money wiring was to end soon.

Contact info:

Kailah is a 2015 graduate of the Univer-
sity of Florida, with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Family, Youth, and Community 
Sciences. She Plans to incorporate her trav-
els into her future career and volunteer en-
deavors and eat as much gelato as reason-
ably affordable. If you have any questions 
or comments she can be contacted by email 
at: abroadwithclass@gmail.com or you can 
follow her travels on Instagram at: Abroad-
withclass

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year



Page 12, Seniors Voice/Downtown – December, 2015

Senior SCheduLe of evenTS

MOVIE FOR DECEMBER 2015
8TH AVENUE - TUESDAY AND 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH AND 
9TH, 2015 AT 1:30 PM   BARBARA G. 
WASHINGTON – THURSDAY & FRI-
DAY, DECEMBER 10TH & 11TH, 2015 
AT 1:00 PM

“HOME FOR CHRISTMAS”   STAR-
RING:  SHANTEL VANSANTEN, ROB 
MAYES, NIKKI DELOACH, ALEX PE-
TERS, ORSON BEAN

Heather is a charming free spirit whose 
self-absorbed fiancé Roger never seems to 
hear a word that comes out of her mouth.  
Bobby is a naval officer who comes home 
from serving overseas, looking to start a new 
chapter in his life.  Both Heather and Bob-
by long to meet someone who makes them 

feel like they are at home in this world but 
they are starting to doubt that person exists.  
Thanks to two Golden Retrievers, Bobby’s 
spirited eleven-year-old niece Myra, and a 
fun-filled theatre production of “A Christ-
mas Carol”, these two unlucky and unlikely 
people end up falling in love at Christmas. 
But can they overcome the issues of their 
past and present in order to build a future 
together? 

Reservations must be made at the Center 
of your choice. Seating is limited to 8 per-
sons per video. 

Please call the 8th Avenue Center at 629-
8545 or Barbara G. Washington Center at 
629-8357 to reserve your seat.

COMING EVENTS FOR DECEM-
BER 2015

SANTA ON THE SQUARE
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, Decem-

ber 1st, 3rd, 8th, 10th, 15th, and 16th , 2015                             
Time:  6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Where: Downtown on the Square
Cost: FREE
What: A favorite family holiday program 

including a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
music, snacks and hayride. 

Open to all ages.  Don’t forget to bring 
your camera for that unforgettable photo.  
For more information, please call Diane at 
401-3916.  Must register onsite for a time 
slot to see Santa.  A maximum of 250 will be 
registered each night.  One registration per 
family.  Each family in a group must register 
separately. 

SENIOR TRIP:  HUDSON DINNER 
THEATER/ CHRISTMAS SPECTACU-
LAR

When: Wednesday, December 2nd, 2015                                                                                           

Time:  Leave 8th Ave. Sr. Center 9:00 
AM  Return 6:00 PM

Where: Hudson, Florida
Cost:  $70.00 per person  (Includes, 

transportation, admission and lunch)
What:  Come join us as we celebrate the 

most wonderful time of the year.  Spread 
some holiday cheer with building snow-
men to drinking eggnog, carols, decorate 
the Christmas tree, hearing their stories or 
watching children open their gifts.  There is 
something magical about Christmas time.  
Come share your Christmas with us.

Pre-registration is required.  Seating is 
limited to 45 persons.  For more informa-
tion, please call Grace at 629-8357.

NEW ACTIVITY
ACTIVE GAMES FOR THE ACTIVE 

SENIOR
When: Mondays & Thursdays  ongoing 

November thru May

start your team at marchforbabies.org

©
 2012 M

arch of Dim
es Foundation 

FREE
Take Me Home!

A free publication serving the people of the Ocala area BUY
LOCAL!

DownTown
A free publication serving the people of the Ocala area
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DELIVERED TO THE SR 200 CORRIDOR
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Where: E.D. Croskey Recreation Center 
– 510 NW 4th Street, Ocala

Time:  9am-12pm
Cost:   FREE
What:  Tired of sitting at home with noth-

ing to do?  Need to add a little exercise to 
your daily routine?  Come join us at the 
E.D. Croskey Recreation Center for a vari-
ety of active games.  Pickle ball, Wii Sports, 
ping pong, bumper pool, foosball and more!  
Games will be set-up throughout the center 
giving you the opportunity to take that step 
towards developing a healthier, active life-
style.

The 8th Avenue Center will be closed 
December 24th, 2015 thru January 3rd, 
2016 for the Holidays.

The Barbara Washington Center will 
be closed December 24th, thru December 
27th, 2014 and January 1st thru January 3rd, 
2016.  December 31st hours will be 10:00 
AM to 3:00 PM.

Are you one of those 
businesses that say 

“I can’t afford to advertise”? 

If you don’t advertise how do 
you expect people to know 

who you are? Where you are? 
What you sell? 

Backward thinking will save 
you money on the books and 

cost you money in sales. 
Advertising should be your 

number one priority. 

To advertise call 804-1223
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It is my greatest pleasure to be able to tell 
you that you have the TOP SWAT team in 
the world serving you here in Marion Coun-
ty.

Last Friday, our SWAT team won 1st 
place at the SWAT Round-Up Internation-
al Competition in Orlando. MCSO SWAT 
competed alongside 60 other teams from 
across the state, nation and the world. Teams 
from Hungary, Kuwait, Sweden and many 
others traveled to Orlando to compete in this 
year’s events. Each team competed in five 
different events meant to simulate real-life 
scenarios: Hostage Rescue, Pricher Scram-
ble, Officer Rescue, Tower Scramble and 
the Obstacle Course. These competitions 
are the closest law enforcement officers can 
get to preparing for situations they may face 
during high-risk, real-life incidents. 

Our SWAT team is comprised of 20 
members and eight of those members are 
selected to be on our competition team each 
year. This team trains above and beyond the 
normal training requirements to sharpen 
their skills to compete against the best in the 
world. Not only is this competition a way for 
our SWAT team to build on their experience 
and skills but it allows our team to connect 
with other SWAT teams. If we should ever 
be in need of another team’s assistance out-
side of the competition, our SWAT team 
members already have these important rela-
tionships with other teams and any incident 
they should be tasked with can be handled 
more efficiently.

I traveled to Orlando last Friday to sup-
port our team’s efforts as they won the Gold 
Medal. It was truly an honor to witness 

the training, dedication and their willingness 
to work as a team to accomplish such a suc-
cess. This team is dedicated to better serving 
their community to the best of their ability 

and our citizens should feel safe knowing 
the best SWAT team in the world is watch-
ing over them. 

(NAPSI)—If you’re like most taxpayers, 
according to the IRS, you hire a professional 
to help you file your tax return—after all, a 
mistake could mean fines, penalties, even 
prison. If you do hire one, you should know 
that no matter who prepares the form, you 
are legally responsible for what’s on it.

Eight Hints On Tax Help
Here are eight tips to keep in mind when 

choosing a tax preparer:
1. Check to be sure the preparer has an 

IRS Preparer Tax Identification Number 
(PTIN). Anyone with a valid 2015 PTIN is 
authorized to prepare federal tax returns. 

2. Find out the fees up front. Avoid pre-
parers who base theirs on a percentage of 
your refund or who say they can get larger 
refunds than others can.

3. Always make sure any refund due is 
sent to you or deposited into your bank ac-
count, not the preparer’s.

4. Be sure your preparer offers IRS e-
file and ask that your return be submitted to 

the IRS electronically. Any tax professional 
who gets paid to prepare and file more than 
10 returns generally must file the returns 
electronically. It’s the safest and most ac-
curate way to file a return, whether you do 
it alone or pay someone to prepare and file 
for you.

5. Make sure the preparer will be avail-
able. You should be able to contact the tax 
preparer after you file your return—even af-
ter the April 18 due date. This may be help-
ful in the event questions come up about 
your tax return.

6. Good preparers will ask to see your 
records and receipts. They’ll ask you ques-
tions to determine your total income, deduc-
tions, tax credits and other items. Don’t rely 
on a preparer who’s willing to e-file your re-
turn using your last pay stub instead of your 
Form W-2. This is against IRS e-file rules.

7. Don’t use a tax preparer who asks you 
to sign an incomplete or blank tax form.

How To Pick A Tax Professional
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(NAPSI)—For hundreds of years, the 
Christmas tree has been a popular symbol 
of the holidays. A survey conducted in late 
2014 by the American Christmas Tree As-
sociation showed that 78 percent of U.S. 
households display a Christmas tree in their 
home during the holiday season. Of those 
trees, 81 percent—more than 76 million—
are artificial.

Artificial trees have recently gained pop-
ularity for their practicality and ability to re-
flect modern decor and advances in technol-
ogy. A simple Internet search reveals Christ-
mas trees in a rainbow of designer colors, 
ultrarealistic models with hi-tech LEDs and 
even real trees that are fresh cut by hand and 
express shipped on the day specified by the 
buyer.

Now, Tree Classics of Wisconsin is cel-
ebrating 40 years of selling lifelike artificial 
Christmas trees with its new Snap Tree, a 
tree storage and assembly solution that re-
quires no heavy lifting. The Snap Tree stores 
upside down on a built-in rolling stand in the 
included custom storage bags. To set it up, 
you simply lay the tree base on the ground, 
snap the stand in and tilt it back up. The tree 
also comes pre-lit—just plug it into the wall 
to deck the halls. The unique color-changing 
LEDs can be programmed to shine clear or 
display colors. 

Artistry and technology make Balsam 
Hill’s artificial Christmas trees, wreaths and 
garlands the most advanced and realistic 
around. The California-based company re-

cently branched out into home decor for fall 
and Halloween as well. 

“Our designers carefully craft our trees 
to mimic nature using cuttings from live 
trees as their guides,” says founder and 
CEO Thomas Harman, who was inspired 
by a family member who was allergic to 
live trees. “The light string connections are 
made automatically inside the tree’s trunk as 
you stack the sections and we offer an array 
of lighting styles, from remote-controlled 
Color + Clear to our Candlelight LED lights 
that have a beautiful, soft glow.”

The widest selection of colorful artificial 
Christmas trees online is found at Treetopia.
com. The fashionable and funky colors are 
featured annually in popular magazines, 
television shows and in designer homes. 

For 2015, the most popular nontradition-
al Christmas tree color is white, but Treeto-
pia’s Cranberry Crush tree is a fashionable 
nod to Pantone’s 2015 Color of the Year, 
Marsala. Designers also favor pink, royal 
blue and black as a stunning backdrop for 
ornaments. Ombré is also popular in fash-
ion, textiles and even Christmas trees. 

For your convenience, artificial Christ-
mas trees can be ordered online, and now 
holiday shoppers can also find real, fresh-cut 
trees on the Internet. The wonders of tech-
nology and express shipping let the owners 
of GreenValley  HYPERLINK “http://christ-
mastrees.com/” ChristmasTrees.com offer a 
variety of premium tree species, grown in 
their native soil at farms across America. 

Christmas Trees Go Hi-Tech and Modern
Shoppers pick the date they want their tree 
to be hand cut and it’s shipped from the farm 
to their front door within 48 hours. These ul-
trafresh and fragrant trees can last until Val-
entine’s Day with daily watering. 

With so many easy and fun Christmas 
tree options, many homes are opting to dis-
play more than one tree—perhaps starting a 
new tradition. 

Advertising is an 
investment in your business. 

Keep your name in front of the 
consumer by advertising in the 

Seniors Voice / Ocala 
DownTown. 

Call 804-1223
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Statewide Classifieds
Cars for Troops! Donate your 

car and help the military charity 
of your choice. Fast, free pickup. 
Tax Deductible. Call Now! 800-
281-3543

CASH FOR CARS! We Buy 
ANY Car, Truck or Van! Running 
or Not. Get a FREE Top Dollar IN-
STANT Offer NOW! 1-800-558-
1097 We’re Local!

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-800-902-7815

Got an older car, boat or RV? 
Do the humane thing. Donate it to 
the Humane Society. Call 1- 800-
831-6309

 AVIATION CAREERS Hands 
on training for career opportuni-
ties in aviation, manufacturing 
and more. Financial aid for quali-
fied students. Job placement as-
sistance. Call AIM 866-314-5838

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Become a Medical Of-
fice Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Online training can get 
you job ready! HS Diploma/GED 
& PC/Internet needed! 1-888-
374-7294

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABIL-
ITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill 
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-
860-6175 to start your application 
today!

Emergencies can strike at any 
time.  Wise Food Storage makes 
it easy to prepare with tasty, 
easy-to-cook meals that have a 
25-year shelf life. FREE sample. 
Call: 800-847-4217

KILL ROACHES! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Eliminate Roach-
es-Guaranteed. No Mess, Odor-
less, Long Lasting. Available: Ace 
Hardware, Farm & Feed Stores, 
The Home Depot, homedepot.
com

CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little 
or no cost from Allied Medical 
Supply Network! Fresh supplies 
delivered right to your door. In-
surance may cover all costs. 800-
665-0718

Eat less and lose weight with 
patented weight loss tablets! The 
cheat pill is the hottest new natu-
ral appetite support formula. Try 
it now with a money back guaran-
tee that ensures satisfaction. Call 
1-800-663-7076

Viagra!! 
52 Pills for Only $99.00. Your 

#1 trusted provider for 10 years. 
Insured and Guaranteed 

Delivery. Call today 
1-888-403-8602

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-reliev-
ing brace - little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call Health 
Hotline Now! 1- 800-402-4557

Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for 
Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foun-
dation. Therapeutic Jets. Less 
Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. 
Installation Included. Call 800-
886-9771 for $750 Off.

Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! Save up to 93%! 
Call our licensed Canadian and 
International pharmacy service to 
compare prices and get $15.00 
off your first prescription and 
FREE Shipping. 1-800-749-6515

**MASONS, $19-$24/HOUR** 
Skilled Laborers Also Needed! 
Central Broward Construction 
(954)491-2772 Apply: 931 NW 
53rd Ct., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
33309

$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn 
Extra income assembling CD 
cases from Home. CALL OUR 
LIVE OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-
405-7619 Ext 320 www.easy-
work-greatpay.com

DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/
mo. FREE Installation. FREE 3 
months of HBO SHOWTIME CIN-

EMAX starz. FREE HD/DVR Up-
grade! 2015 NFL Sunday Ticket 
Included (Select Packages) New 
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-
769-1035

Dish Network ? Get MORE for 
LESS! Starting $19.99/month 
(for 12 months.) PLUS Bundle 
& SAVE (Fast Internet for $15 
more/month.) CALL Now 800-
438-8168 

HOTELS FOR HEROES. To 
find out more about how you can 
help our service members, veter-
ans and their families in their time 
of need, visit the Fisher House 
website at www.fisherhouse.org.

I BUY RV’S 
$$$$ If You Would Like a 

WHOLESALE Cash Offer On 
Your 1998 Or Newer Motorhome 

Call 817-899-6090

If you or a loved one took the 
blood thinner Xarelto and had 
complications due to internal 
bleeding after January 2012 you 
MAY be due financial compensa-
tion. Call Injuryfone 1-800-815-
9140

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a 
button sends help FAST! Medi-
cal, Fire, Burglar. Even if you 
can’t reach a phone! FREE Bro-
chure. CALL 800-370-4824

VIAGRA & CIALIS USERS! 
60 Pill SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. No 
Prescription Needed 1-888-509-
9381

VIAGRA! FREE PILLS! 
100MG, CIALIS 20mg, 40 Pills + 
4/free, for only-$99! Call Today, 
The Original Blue Pill. 1-800-492-
2316

 DENIED CREDIT ??? PER-
SONAL CREDIT! BUSINESS 
CREDIT! Would you LIKE BOTH 
??? NO UP-FRONT FEES... 
Credit Repair Law Firm Char-
tered www.cleaningcredit.com 
1-877-733-2733

LINCOLN LOG HOUSE on 4 
acres, beautiful view at 4,000 
ft., in Sylva NC, 3BR/2BA, open 
floor plan, garage/shop area. 
$267,000. 828-586-8539

TWO VACANT LAND FOR 
SALE: Residential One Acre - 
Central Florida for $29,000. Five 
Acre North Florida for $59,000. 
Call: 954-579-6430 or email: 
dblaze@usa.com

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted, lo-
cal experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-
671-9104

 
ABORTION NOT AN OP-

TION? CONSIDER ADOPTION - 
It’s A Wonderful Choice! Choose 
your family. Living/ Medical/ 
Counseling Expenses Paid. Call 
Florida Attorney Ellen Kaplan 
(FBN0875228) 1-877-341-1309

Computer problems - viruses, 
lost data, hardware or software 
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 
24/7 Service. Friendly Repair 
Experts. Macs and PCs. Call 
for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-995-
0869

*DIVORCE $50 to $240* Cov-
ers Children, Etc.... Only One 
Signature Required! *Excludes 
govt. fees! Free Info! 1-888-498-
7075 Ext.200 BAYCOR & ASSO-
CIATES, Established 1973

Struggling with DRUGS or AL-
COHOL? Addicted to PILLS? 
Take the first step to recovery. 
Call The Addiction Hope & Help 
Line for a free assessment. 
1-800-529-3089

UNINATION INSURANCE  
*PIP/PD Liability  *FR44  *Leases  
*International Licenses  *Home-
owners *General Liability  *Work-
ers Comp  *Save Up to 45% Dis-
count!!!  Call Today!!!  (800)500-
1888  www.uninationinsurance.
com 

Canada Drug Center es tu me-
jor opcion para ordenar medica-
mentos seguros y economicos. 
Nuestros servicios de farmacia 
con licencia Canadiense e Inter-
nacional te proveeran con ahor-
ros de hasta el 75 en todas las 
medicinas que necesites. Llama 
ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y obten 
$10 de descuento con tu primer 
orden ademas de envio gratuito.
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