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Shutting Down 
Gun Control Media 
Marion County 
Sheriff Shutting 
Down 
Gun Control Media 
By TomL
    GREAT JOB BILLY WOODS! Marion 
County Sheriff Billy Woods slam's the 
Media about their anti-Gun statements and 
Questions!
    Billy Woods says ”All the gun laws we 
have in place didn't prevent it, did it?” “The 
bad guy's gonna get a gun no matter what law 
you have put in place!" They stole the gun 
they used during a car burglary.
    I say, Our country has always been 

protected by the gun by true patriots. 
Unscrupulous politicians and criminals can't 
take our country as long as we have pro gun 
law's. We need to keep our country safe and 
keep guns out of the  hands of the mentally 
Ill!
    I have not always agreed with Billy Woods 
but this time “I'M ALL IN!” He is right. The 
gun did not kill people,,,,,,People kill people. 
Mentally ill people kill group of people for 
revenge or attention. If a mentally unstable 
person cry's out we need to get them help 
immediately.
    Special Thank You to the Lake County 
Sheriff's office for capturing the last teen in 
this alleged murder plot!
Billy Woods is spot on about gun control!

“I'M ALL IN!” 

Farmland Preserva�on Fes�val was held 
this month at the Majes�c Oaks Farm. Here 
you see a li�le girl interac�ng with a very 
pa�ent horse. There is another great 
picture on CKJPotos13.  The purpose of the 
event is to draw a�en�on to foreign 

investor buying up farmland. Another 
purpose was to stop the Turnpike Extension 
from going through rural farm lands. 
Governor DeSan�s has put a pause on it but 
I'll bet money that it will be back. The 
Governor approves of it!

Florida Horse have been busy. Horse 
events. The event these horses and riders 
are compe�ng in is called “Classic 
Company and Golf Coast Classic” as you 

can see these compe�tors are doing the 
almost impossible. Great job to the riders, 
the horses,  the sponsors and the Florida 
Horse Park

D u n n e l l o n  H i g h  S c h o o l 
Robo�cs Team at Orlando regional 
compe��on with the owner of 
AndyMark (supplier of robo�c 
components). Dunnellon ended 
up 22nd out of a field of 54. 

Teacher Don Slocum says he is 
real proud of his class / team. They 
worked very hard to compete.
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T h i s  c o l u m n  i s 
focused on growth, 
specifically how our 
c o m m u n i t y  i s 
growing and what 
that means for all of 
us who love to Live 
Life Here. I'll start by 
s h a r i n g  a  f e w 
national rankings and 
t h e n  p r o v i d e  a 

Census update.
 U-Haul
Each year, U-Haul reveals their Top Cities 

for Growth. This list is based on moves using 
one-way U-Haul rentals.  While not 
completely scientific, it does have a basis in 
data. Ocala has been on this list every year 
for the last several years; however, the 
community ranked #1 for 2022. This ranking 
is important because of who moves using U-
Haul – young people. The company reports 
their primary target audience are singles and 
young families. 
NAR
The National Association of Realtors 

unveiled their Where People are Moving list 
earlier this year as well. This set of rankings 
was compiled based on US Postal Service 
change of address requests and reviewed out 
of metro area moves based on zip codes. In 
other words, they were looking for true cross 
city moves and not just changes in 
neighborhoods. Overall, a pretty reliable 

Kevin Sheilley

Ocala/Marion County Chamber &
Economic Partnership

data source for moves. Again, the Ocala 
Metro ranked #1 based on this criterion. 
Realtor.com
With people moving, they need a place to 

live. One needs only to listen to or read 
national news and be concerned that new 
home construction has come to an end. 
Perhaps in other places but not in the Ocala 
Metro. Realtor.com looked at nearly 400 
metros across the nation and ranked the 
Ocala Metro #2 for new home construction. 
Builders here are continuing to build and sell 
new homes.
Census
Supporting all these rankings are the new 

Census numbers. At the end of March, the 
Census released the updated population 
numbers as of 30 June 2022. The Ocala 
Metro ended that period with a population of 
396,415. This increase aligns with the 
aforementioned rankings. It also means that 
over  the  las t  year  the  a rea  added 
approximately 220 new residents a week 
which leads to the continued need to add new 
single-family and multi-family homes. 
Based on even the most conservative 
calculations, the Ocala Metro's population 
exceeded 400,000 by the end of 2022.
Economy
While it is nearly impossible for a 

community to have economic growth 
without population growth, a city can have 
population growth but not economic growth. 
However, that is not the case for the Ocala 

Metro.  Data released from the US 
Department of Commerce measured the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for each US 
Metro area. The economy of the Ocala 
Metro grew 11.3% over the last two years. 
This is nearly double the Florida average 
and quadruple the US average over this 
same period. The Ocala Metro ranks in the 
Top 10 fastest growing metro economies.
This ranking is what is most important. A 

g r o w i n g  e c o n o m y  m e a n s  m o r e 
opportunities for everyone. It results in 
higher wages and increased prospects for 
businesses. It provides for young singles, 
families, and empty nesters to all discover 
they can Live Life Here. A term one of our 
team members has coined and I like to 
repeat, Ocala=Opportunity. 

After Dark Movies

God Bless America!God Bless America!God Bless America!

Businesses You Can Trust! 

Come to a FREE Breakfast 
and check out this PREMIER networking group. 

WE meet at Ocala Golf Club (Muni)
3130 E Silver Springs Blvd, Ocala, FL 34470 

Ocala Business Leaders
2935 SE 58TH Ave, Ocala, FL 34470 | 352-502-3811

If you are looking
to build your business, 

be our guest. 
6:45 AM – 8:00 AM at Ocala 

Businesses You Can Trust! 

It's movie time! Join us for FREE movies 
throughout the year at different City of 

Ocala parks. Be sure to bring a blanket or 
chairs to sit on. We will have concessions 
available for purchase like snacks, popcorn 
and soda. No registration is required to attend 
our movies, simply show up, get comfortable 
and enjoy the show! 

Friday, July 14 - "Encanto" starts at 7 PM at 
Mary Sue Rich Commu-nity Center at Reed 
Place

Encanto tells the tale of an extraordinary 
family, the Mad-rigals, who live hidden in 
the mountains of Colombia, in a magical 
house, in a vibrant town, in a wondrous, 
charmed place called an Encanto. The magic 
of the Encanto has blessed every child in the 
family with a unique figt from super strength 
to the power to heal- every child except one, 
Mirable. But soon she discovers that the 
magic sur-rounding the Encanto is in danger, 
Mirabel decides that she, the only ordinary 
Madrigal, might just be her excep-tional 
family's last home- Run time 102 mins. 
Rated PG



Florida State Senate

Dennis K. Baxley
Dear Friends,
We  h a v e  n e w 

d a y !  W h a t  a n 
exciting time it is to 
live in Florida and 
to be a part of an 
incredible team in 
the Senate. We are 
winning battles that 
your Senator has 
long been a part of, 

and it is very encouraging to see us finally 
having this much success on so many 
different fronts.

Just this week, the Florida Senate voted to 
pass a comprehensive bill that would protect 
Florida's youth from dangerous gender 
a l te r ing  surger ies  and t rea tments . 
Specifically, the legislation prohibits 
h a r m f u l  a n d  i r r e v e r s i b l e  g e n d e r 
reassignment procedures or prescriptions 
for children and adolescents in Florida. 
Additionally, the legislation strengthens 
doctor-patient consultation requirements 
for adults who seek these same treatments 
and prohibits the use of telemedicine to 
ensure that patients are fully informed on the 
risks associated with these treatments.

The Senate also tackled the issue of social 
media safety. Senate Bill 52 has flown 
through all three of its committees and is 

ready for a floor vote soon. This legislation 
requires that the Florida Department of 
Education create age-appropriate social 
media safety curriculum and that individual 
school boards notify parents of this 
curriculum. Social media safety curriculum 
will ensure that students in grades 6-12 
better understand the social, emotional, and 
physical effects of social media. Through 
this curriculum, students will be educated 
on topics such as addiction, mental health, 
oversharing of personal information, human 
trafficking, and many other risks associated 
with social media.

Additionally, the bill requires that each 
school district prohibit the use of social 
media when connected to internet provided 
by the school. This will ensure that students 
are focused on educational content when 
they enter the classroom.

By the time this column reaches you, we 
will have likely wrapped up budget 
negotiations between the House and Senate, 
but we did want to provide a quick look at 
the product that we put on the table. 

The Senate's proposed budget includes 
$500 million allocated to the Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Fund, over 
$400 million for workforce development 
programs, and $711 million for affordable 
housing programs as established in Senate 
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Email  Tom:
tloury@att.net

Ocala Downtown • Seniors Voice of Ocala 
Bringing our community together

Locations to pick up papers
Ÿ Cherrywood Estates
Ÿ Library Silver Springs Blvd 
Ÿ VA at the west end of the Cascades Plaza
Ÿ Senior Center 8th Ave
Ÿ Barbra Washington Adult Activity 

Center
Ÿ Tax Collectors building
Ÿ Health Department
Ÿ Walt's Brake & More 
Ÿ Yandle's Building Materials 
Ÿ Saddle Oak 
Ÿ Marion Landing

Ÿ Freedom Library
Ÿ Hospitals
We drop off at hundreds of 
businesses for reader 

pickup.

Bill 102, the “Live Local” Act. These critical 
investments into Florida's future will ensure 
that we are prepared to react and respond to 
emergency situations, better equipped to 
build a robust workforce, and able to 
provide quality housing to all who live and 
work in our great state. The Senate's budget 
a l s o  m a k e s  k e y  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n 
transportation, environmental and clean 

BEST OF THE BEST!
BUSINESSES YOU CAN TRUST!

References needed for those who
would like to be in this ad. 

To Add Your Picture 
Call Tom Loury 352-804-1223

Walt Krumm Jr 
Walt's Brake and More

President
352-629-3134

Connie Ann Pendletom
Ocala Business Brokers

President / Sales
352-502-3811

Clark Yandle
Yandle Building Materials

Owner
352-732-3000

Julie Benne�
Owner

Brick City Flowers
352-629-1180   

Parish Tanner
Ocala Car Audio
352-512-9897

parish@ocalacaraudio.com

Tom Loury
TomL Publishing
Owner/Publisher

352-804-1223

Nick Nave�a
Financial Advisor

Ocala, Florida
352-629-2165

Chris�ne Calvert
Florida Licensed Insurance Agent

Medicare Insurance Services
352-572-8510

“Best of the Best” is by invitation from 
one of the Best of the Best!

Tamara Hu�o
Mortgage Loan Office

NMLS #1385552
352-552-7801

Frank Turner
Frank@VillageLoyalty.com

(407) 756-3555

water infrastructure while also setting aside 
historic state reserves and providing record 
tax relief to combat inflation.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d 
engagement in your government and for 
investing your energy in helping us continue 
to  pro tec t  fa i th ,  fami ly,  f reedom, 
opportunity and life. 

Onward & Upward,
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Dancing with the truth
By TomL
    Face the Future with 
Confidence by taking back 
the past and applying it to 
the future!
You can't  screw up a 
country this bad in twenty 
eight months unless it is on 

purpose!
    I really like Senator Kennedy's speeches. 
He has a way of describing things. He is a 
real country word smith. On a recent video I 
viewed, Senator Kennedy said “Biden 
administration sucks!” listing a few of the 
issues.
    COVID, the economy, inflation, national 
debt, the border, crime, cancel culture, 
treating parents like domestic terrorists, 
Afghanistan, our energy independence now 
lost,
Senator Kennedy says “President Biden has 
been spectacularly awful.”
In my opinion I would have said it a little 
different but it was direct and to the point 

and “I agree!”
    Life is like a jar of jalapeño peppers.  
What you do today may be a burning issue 
tomorrow morning.
    Interesting enough I had a report from a 
lady in south Florida (Broward County) that 
August Lady Lake Magazine was missing 
from our website. I did not see the problem 
but I am proud that South Florida is reading 
us. YAH! 
    I don't get it, they are banning straws to cut 
down on the litter and giving out needles 
free, only to be thrown on the ground for 
someone to step on. What is wrong with this 
picture???
    Open borders and what are the benefits? 
Drug running / Human Trafficking / Disease 
/ Terrorism / New welfare recipients all 
benefits of those who believe in open 
borders and we who are paying for it, the 
working people and the Government 
printing more money!
    INTERESTING…Since light travels 
faster than sound, some people appear 
bright until you hear them speak.

    Florida, Kentucky and Missouri are the 
first states requiring Drug Testing when an 
individual applies for welfare. They drug 
test people who are working! They should 
drug test those who are not working also!
SOMEONE SENT ME A QUESTION??
IMPORTANT! Can a nursing Home Evict 
You???
    YES if the Resident Fails to pay for their 
stay at the facility, after the nursing home 
has provided reasonable and timely notice. 
Another resident's behavior or illness status 
is endangering the safety or health of other 
residents or facility staff or if the nursing 
home goes out of business/shuts down.
    Florida, for example, has some of the 
least restrictive discharge laws in the 
country. In that state, assisted living 
facilities only have to provide a 45-day 
written notice and a documented reason to 
evict a resident.

Publisher’s Notes

Tom Loury  Tom Loury Long �me member of CEP/Ocala Chamber of 
Commerce, Past President of the Ocala Business Leaders and current member, 
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The "Ocala DownTown" (Newspaper) www.OcalaDownTown.com (Online Product) and the 
Seniors Voice of Ocala (Newspaper) and www.SeniorsVoiceofOcala.com are owned and 
operated by TomL Publishing LLC, a sole proprietor Corp. Its owners, editors, writers, 
compositors, printers and publishers are not responsible or liable for typographical errors, 
misinformation, misprints, and the like, unintentionally contained herein. All letter hard 
copies or online received become the property of TomL Publishing LLC and may be 
reproduced without further consent. All above are independent contractors.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR reflect the opinion of the writer, not the opinion of these 
newspapers. Letters should be online typed and limited to 300 words or less. Letters must have 
the written signature of the author and the current telephone number. Signatures for 
publication may be withheld on request. Letters that are libelous, or considered in poor taste, 
or are personal in nature, will not be published.
COPYRIGHT NOTICE 1996. The contents of this publication are protected by the copyright 
laws of the United States of America. Any reproduction in part or in whole is forbidden 
without the express written consent of the publisher. Violators can be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law.
COLUMNS are the opinions of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
above named newspapers and online products. Writers are chosen to represent a diversity of 
views on local issues. The editorial on page 4 is the opinion of the Publisher only.

Seniors Voice of Ocala/Ocala Downtown
Products of TomL Publishing, LLC

Publisher: Tom Loury
Phone: 352-804-1223 | Fax: 352-489-7208

Email: tloury@att.net

Select Business Associates Of Ocala
Where Friends Meet and Businesses Prosper

We meet every Wednesday at different 
restaurants weekly throughout the year. 

To get invited to our referral club
Call Tom Loury 352-804-1223

* Exclusive Categories One Per Industry
* Dues are $40 a year and you buy your own lunch.
* Nonprofit Group
* New membership takes 100% approval by members
* No texting & no messages 

Categories Taken:
Social Media | Automotive Repair | Banking | Newspaper

Fair Tax | Printing | Financial Advisor
Insurance | Business Broker

    Nursing Home Claims it “Cannot Meet 
the Needs of the Resident” A nursing home 
resident can be involuntary transferred 
legally if the nursing home cannot meet 
their needs.
I will ask Ombudsman to report on this?
    We have enough oil in our continent to 
fuel every single passenger car and freight 
truck for the next 430 years.  There is 
enough natural gas to provide electricity for 
all our needs for over 500 years and enough 
coal to provide electricity for 500 years. I 
think that in 400 years we will have 
developed alternative fuel sources?  Why 
did the President sacrifice America's energy 
independence, stop all exploration for oil 
and gas, abandon pipeline development and 
drive up prices of all oil, Including jet fuel? 
Biden has compromised our country. Biden 
make us oil independent again now!

Seniors Voice & Ocala DownTown
Noon, May 19th

Lady Lake Magazine & Village Spectator
12am, May 24th

Editorial & Ad Copy for June
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Backyard Boat/
RV Storage 
Design Your Backyard Boat or RV 
S t o r a g e  F a c i l i t y  F o r  E ffi c i e n c y, 
Functionality and Enjoyment

(NAPSI)—Boating and RV use rank 
among the most popular forms of recreation 
in the U.S. Having attractive, well-designed 
storage facilities for your boat or RV is 
important in protecting and enhancing the 
enjoyment of these assets.

Brad Mrozinski, Morton Buildings 
product line manager, says upfront planning 
is essential so that storage facilities for boats, 
RVs and other recreational vehicles, such as 
motorcycles and ATVs, will meet owners' 
current as well as future lifestyle needs. 

H e  o ff e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m-
mendations:

Plan for growth—According to the RV 
Industry Association, roughly 70% of RV 
purchases are made by existing RV'ers. 
Avoid building a storage facility that is too 
small. Take into consideration not only 
current storage needs, but also possible 
aspirations five or 10 years into the future 
when you may want a larger RV model or 
bigger boat, or to add other vehicles. “Many 
people downsize their home over time, but 
when is the last time you heard someone say 
'I wish I had a smaller boat or less spacious 
RV,'” Mrozinski says.

Consider other building uses—Besides 
boat or RV storage, think about other 
possible uses for the building so those can be 
incorporated into the design. Other popular 
options include offices, kitchenettes, 
lounges, bathrooms and space for hobbies. 

“When a customer has a boat or RV storage 
need, we ask about their lifestyle, what other 
vehicles and hobbies they have, and really 
design a building to fit those needs,” 
Mrozinski notes.

Aesthetics are important—Boat, RV 
and other recreational storage buildings are 
typically located near the main residence. 

Homeowners want an attractive facility that 
will add aesthetic appeal and value to their 
property—not a large, unattractive box. “It's 
important to think through how the storage 
building will blend in with and complement 
the home,” Mrozinski says. “Design 
elements such as exterior colors, roof pitch 
and a wainscot can result in a beautiful 

storage facility rather than just a shed. 
Accessories such as a porch or a cupola are 
other ways to personalize the building.”

Ensure  convenient  access—An 
important part of the design process is 
determining the best positioning for the 
building on the property. Proper orientation 

Continued page 8
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The 2023 Parade of Senior Services was 
held Friday, March 17, 2023.  
The 2023 Parade will be held at College of 
Central Florida, Ewers Century Center from 
10am - 3pm. This event has been in 
existence for 40 years and con�nues to be a 
favorite among the senior ci�zens of our 
community. The Parade is a show of non-
profit agencies that provide a variety of 
services from social, health, educa�on, and 
more to the senior ci�zens of Ocala, Marion 
County and surrounding areas.  Many 
a�end th is  year ly  show to  obta in 
informa�on on services they are seeking or 
may be in the future.
 Many for-profit agencies took part of the     
show because of its uniqueness.  As a result, 

a sponsorship program was developed to 
allow for-profit organiza�ons to par�cipate 
through financial support.  This financial 
support is used solely for expenditures of 
this event, such as adver�sing, prin�ng, 
mailings, facility rental, etc. Since the 
Parade is for non-profit agencies who 
provide free or low-cost services to seniors, 
only twenty-five (25) for-profit agencies are 
given the opportunity to par�cipate 
through a sponsorship. 
    There were 50 vendors. They had 
h u n d re d s  i n  a � e n d a n c e .  A  l o t  o f 
informa�on was shared to seniors. Don't 
miss next year, watch for ar�cles or ads in 
this newspaper.

Parade of Senior Services 2023

The Lady With The Red Camera!

Photos by
CKJ Photos13
C Kay Johnson
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C Kay Johnson
The Lady With The Red Camera!

Parade of Senior Services 2023

The Lady With The Red Camera!

Photos by CKJ Photos13
C Kay Johnson
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Across
1. Ballroom beat
6. Sitting on
10. "Ain't it the truth!"
14. Lumber jacket pattern
15. Dream, in Paris
16. Make a margin
17. Olympic leaper
19. Norse capital
20. From scratch
21. Docking spots
22. Shoe seller Thom
23. New Age composer 
John
24. Lose the booze
26. Psyche parts
28. ___ pinch
29. Future falcon
32. "Get real!"
35. Giant screen format
36. "Silent" prez, 
familiarly
37. Lopsided

38. Compass pt.
39. Andean animal
41. Sch. supporter
42. Counterfeit
44. Fair-___ boy
45. He talks turkey?
46. Put to the taste test
47. Barnyard bird
48. Uninvited visitor
51. Cop calls (abbr.)
55. Spring from a board
57. Pulitzer Prize category
58. Ernie's "Sesame 
Street" pal
59. Rocker Clapton
60. Easter harbinger
62. Ridicule
63. Suit to ___
64. Streep of "Silkwood"
65. Till fill
66. Untouchable leader
67. Simple writing

Down
1. Dropped tomato sound
2. "Home ___" (1990 
movie)
3. Horse hairs
4. Honcho
5. Modifying wd.
6. War parties?

7. Cheyenne shelter
8. Paycheck upper
9. Novel narrator
10. Bakery beckoner
11. Souped up auto
12. Scat legend Fitzgerald
13. Glowing gas
18. Muckraker Sinclair
25. C.P.A.'s concern
27. Readied to race
30. Monopoly, e.g.
31. Bag brand
32. Kangaroo, for one 
(abbr.)
33. Director Preminger
34. Former Don Johnson 
TV series
35. School of thought
38. Soak to the max
40. Dogpatch denizen
43. Subsoil layer
44. Israeli dances
47. Lyons ladies
49. Noodle holders?
50. Valleys
52. Pitcher Martinez
53. Sounds like an ass
54. Panache
55. Test driver's car
56. Get out the wrinkles
61. Strike caller?

PUZZLE 

C
O
R
N

R
PUZZLE 

C
O
R
N

R

Answers page 12
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Backyard Storage
Mrozinski notes that other types of 

recreational buildings are also experiencing 
growing demand, such as a hobby garage or 
workshop, pool house, garden shed, 
backyard office, or man cave/she shed. 
These structures involve many of the same 
planning and design considerations as for 
boats and RV storage.

“Vehicle storage, hobby shops and other 
accessory buildings are among the most 
r e q u e s t e d  p r o j e c t s  w e ' r e  n o w 
e x p e r i e n c i n g , ”  M r o z i n s k i  s a y s . 
“Regardless of the intended use, upfront 
planning is essential to ensure a high-
quality, functional building that can be 
enjoyed for years to come.” 

Visit

 mortonbuildings.
com/projects/vehicl
e-storage for more 
information.

hose and charging cord tripping hazards 
when the RV is serviced inside the 
building.

Ÿ Plan sufficient storage for occasionally 
used equipment as well as support 
materials to be kept in stock and easy to 
access when needed.

Ÿ Ensure adequate ventilation if you are 
working on boat or RV engines, as well as 
for cars, trucks, snowmobiles or four-
wheel-drive vehicles.

Ÿ Include a floor drain if you will be 
washing any equipment or pulling in 
vehicles covered with snow. 
Hobby garages 

of doors is necessary to provide convenient 
access. Window placement is also important 
so you can see what's going on outside 
without having to leave the building. “The 
storage facility should be designed to fit the 
property and be convenient for owners to 
easily use and enjoy,” he says.

Other recommendations include:
Ÿ D e s i g n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l a y o u t  f o r 

functionality and ease of use. For instance, 
for an RV storage building, placing the tall 
overhead door to one side reduces water 

Continued from page 5

Ingredients
12 oz can of 
chicken 
1 large egg 
1 / 2  c u p 
s h r e d d e d 
cheddar 

Directions
Mix
Roll into fries shape
Bake 400
20 min

https://www.instagram.com/p/Cq3KD
hlrF56/

Easy Chicken
Fries

https://mortonbuildings.com/projects/vehicle-storage
https://mortonbuildings.com/projects/vehicle-storage
https://mortonbuildings.com/projects/vehicle-storage
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Ads sponsored by TomL Publishing

Join us at the Ocala Downtown Market (ODM) to purchase 
a diverse array of products from farmers, artisans, 
craftspeople, food trucks! A true destination location, 
ODM is set just blocks off the Ocala Downtown square, in 
a beautiful open-air Market Pavilion. Besides permanent 
roof cover the facility it also has large overhead fans, 
restrooms, a nearby ATM, and water fountains. The 
Market Pavilion is also available for rental.

Interested in becoming a vendor?
Visit www.ManageMyMarket.com

You can help 
create great 
futures by 

sponsoring a child 
to a�end the 

Boys & Girls Club 
of Marion County.

PO Box 4109
Ocala, FL 3448
352-690-7440 

www.bgcofmarion.com
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Attorney General 
Moody Activates Price 
G o u g i n g  H o t l i n e 
Following State of 
Emergency Declaration 
for Broward County

TALLAHASSEE, 
F l a . — A t t o r n e y 
General Ashley Moody 

is activating Florida's Price Gouging 
Hotline following reports of extreme 
flooding in Broward County. The following 
expansion comes as Gov. Ron DeSantis 
declares of a state of emergency due to areas 
of Broward County that are flooded after 
receiving heavy rainfall of more than 25 
inches.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, 
“With the declared state of emergency in 
Broward County for extreme flooding, I am 
activating Florida's Price Gouging Hotline 
to protect Floridians from any unlawful 
increases.”

It is important for all residents of Broward 
County to begin preparations for any 
additional flooding. This includes having an 
emergency plan in place and staying 
informed through local news and weather 
r epo r t s .  A t to rney  Gene ra l  Moody 
recommends citizens follow the guidance of 
local officials and take all necessary steps to 
ensure safety.

Residents of Broward County are 
encouraged to visit FloridaDisaster.org to 
stay informed about the latest updates on 
this potential emergency.

Violators of the price gouging statute are 

subject to civil penalties of $1,000 per 
violation and up to a total of $25,000 for 
multiple violations committed in a single 24-
hour period. In addition to the civil penalties 
for price gouging, state law criminalizes the 
sale of goods and services to the public 
without possession of a business tax receipt.

-----------------
Attorney General Moody Takes Legal 

Action to Investigate Whether Biden Used 
Taxpayer Dollars to Buy Crack Pipes for 
Drug Addicts

TALLAHASSEE,  F la .—At to rney 
General Ashley Moody is demanding 
information about whether a Biden 
administration program used taxpayer 
money to purchase crack pipes for drug 
addicts. Attorney General Moody is taking 
legal action against two federal agencies due 
to withheld information with respect to the 
program's suspected practices. In February 
2022, Florida sent Freedom of Information 
Act requests to the U.S. Department of 
Justice and U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services seeking records regarding 
the alleged use of federal grant funds to 
promote drug use through safe smoking 
kits—in which some were reportedly found 
to include crack pipes and other drug-related 
paraphernalia. Now, more than a year later, 
with both agencies failing to reply to the 
state's request, Attorney General Moody is 
taking DOJ and HHS to court to bring the 
information to light.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said, “If 
Biden is using your tax dollars to buy 
crackpipes for drug addicts, you have the 
right to know. Our country is in the grips of a 

FROM THE DESK OF

Attorney General Moody
drug overdose crisis, and the Biden 
administration is stonewalling our requests 
and keeping the public in the dark about so 
many misguided, reckless policies. We are 
taking them to court to get answers for the 
American people.”

In February 2022, President Biden 
announced the deadline for service 
organizations and local governments to 
apply for $30 million in federal funding for a 
so-called harm reduction effort, safe 
smoking kits. At the time, White House 
sources claimed that crack pipes or other 
paraphernalia would not be included in the 
federa l ly - funded  k i t s—however,  a 
subsequent investigation found several 
incidences of kits containing such materials.

According to news sources, kits obtained 
from five major U.S. cities—Baltimore, 
Bos ton ,  New York ,  Richmond and 
Washington, D.C.—contained crack pipes. 

Ocala Veterinary Wellness Services
Physical Exam required 
Dog/cat one year rabies vaccina�on (over 3 months old) 
Dog/puppy distemper/parvo 5 way vaccina�on combo 
Dog/puppy kennel cough/bordetella intranasal vaccine 
Cat/ki�en distemper 3 way vaccina�on combo 
Canine heartworm test 
Fecal analysis (intes�nal parasite worms) 

NO SICK PETS
The exam allows the doctor to prescribe heartworm, Dewormers,

and flea products at our discounted online store.
Schedule your appointment online: Deposit required www. ocalaveterinarywellnessservices.com

Friday a�ernoons from 1 to 5 pm
Inside Seminole Feed
5740 W. Hwy 40
Ocala, FL 34482
352-568-5691 voicemail
Proceeds benefit the Florida Interna�onal Teaching Zoo www.floridazooschool.com

A 501-C-3 not for profit corpora�on Fl SC-10507

$25
$14
$20
$22
$20
$25
$25

Kits available from a harm-reduction center 
located only city-blocks away from the U.S. 
Capitol and two elementary schools also 
contained drug paraphernalia.

News of the alleged reckless program 
comes as the nation is experiencing record 
drug overdose deaths, while the federal 
government is deepening the record-high 
national debt. Drug overdose deaths topped 
100,000 in 2021, and the U.S. is currently 
more than $31 trillion in debt.

The state of Florida filed a FOIA request 
for access to federal records regarding this 
program in February 2022. Now, more than a 
year later, the agencies are still hiding the 
records and have not responded to the 
request. Attorney General Moody is taking 
legal action to make DOJ and HHS provide 
relevant information regarding this federal 
program, so the truth can be uncovered.
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seeing the opportunities this award will 
create for Floridians, businesses and 
communities in Central Florida.”
    “FDOT is grateful to have a leader like 
Governor DeSantis who understands the 
value of investing in infrastructure to serve as 
an economic engine and prepare Florida for 
the future,” said FDOT Secretary Jared W. 
Perdue, P.E. “This new I-75 interchange is 
more than just a road. Building this 
interchange greatly benefits our great state by 
connecting local communities, creating jobs, 
improving regional and statewide travel for 
residents, visitors, and freight-related traffic, 
and helping to improve the resiliency of 
Florida's transportation network.”
    “Today's investment in Marion County 
further emphasizes Governor DeSantis' 
dedication to ensuring Florida's communities 
have the resources they need to attract and 
retain businesses and high-paying jobs for 
their residents,” said Florida Secretary of 
Commerce and President and CEO of 
Enterprise Florida Laura DiBella . 
“Economic development is a true team effort, 
and we are proud to work alongside FDOT 
and DEO under our Governor's leadership to 
m a k e  c r i t i c a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  o u r 
communities.”
    “We are very excited about being here in 
Florida. We have had a lot of success in the 
two stores that we have operating on 
Interstate 95 and we've known for a long time 
that Interstate 75 would be a great location 
but we were looking for the right piece of 
property,” said Arch “Beaver” Aplin, 
Founder and CEO of Buc-ee's. “I can't say 
enough good things about the statistics that 
make Florida special. Businesses want to be 
in Florida because it is a pro-business state 
and the jobs those policies bring. I look 
f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  e v e r y o n e  a t  a 
groundbreaking and a ribbon cutting soon.”

G o v e r n o r  R o n 
DeSantis Awards $4 
Million for New I-
75 Interchange in 
Ocala, Announces 
T h i r d  B u c - e e ' s 
Location in Florida 

OCALA, Fla.  —
Today,  Governor 
R o n  D e S a n t i s 
awarded $4 million 
t o  t h e  F l o r i d a 

Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
through the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund 
to add a new interchange at I-75 and 

thNorthwest 49  Street in Marion County. 
These funds will create new opportunities for 
the Ocala area by building infrastructure 
needed to support a new Buc-ee's location, 
reducing traffic congestion at other Ocala 
area I-75 interchanges and expanding access 
to I-75 for two industrial and commercial 
development complexes and the nearby 
World Equestrian Center. The new Buc-ee's 
location is the third to be built in Florida and 
will consist of an 80,000-square foot travel 
center, supporting 120 fuel pumps with more 
than 720 parking spots for visitors. FDOT's 
infrastructure project is expected to have and 
economic impact off $21 million and create 
1,500 new jobs. The new interchange will 
further establish the City of Ocala as a 
strategic Central Florida hub for freight-
related traffic.
    “By making strategic investments like 
today's $4 million Job Growth Grant Fund 
Award, Florida will continue to fuel 
economic growth across the state,” said 
Governor Ron DeSantis. “Ocala's ideal 
location at the center of our state makes it 
prime for new manufacturing opportunities 
and for visitors looking for a place to stop and 
grab some beaver nuggets. I look forward to 
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Governor DeSantis
    The Florida Job Growth Grant Fund is an 
economic development program designed to 
promote public infrastructure and workforce 
training across the state. Proposals are 
reviewed by DEO and Enterprise Florida, 
Inc. (EFI), and are chosen by Governor 
DeSantis to meet the demands for workforce 

t ra ining or  infras t ructure  needs in 
communities around the state. 

DEO and EFI are currently accepting 
proposals until all funding has been 
awarded. For more information, visit 
www.FloridaJobs.org/JobGrowth.
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Congresswoman Kat Cammack
Congresswoman 

K a t  C a m m a c k 
Kicks Off Central 
Florida Agriculture 
Tour With Three 
Action-Packed Days

GAINESVILLE, 
F L  — 
Congresswoman Kat 
Cammack begins her 

Central Floria Agriculture Tour with stops 
in Umatilla and Mount Dora, Florida. With 
the 2023 Farm Bill in development during 
this first session of the 118th Congress, Rep. 
Cammack is speaking with farmers, 
ranchers, and producers across the state this 
spring to learn more about the issues most 
important to them and how she can continue 
to be a voice for Florida Agriculture in the 
U.S. House of Representatives.  

On Tuesday, Rep. Cammack will visit 
Wild Goose Farm in Umatilla and H&A 
Farms in Mount Dora. While at each stop, 
the congresswoman will hear from 
stakeholders and discuss crop insurance, 
risk management for specialty crops, labor 
and immigration reform, trade, and more.  

On Wednesday, Rep. Cammack will visit 
AgriStarts in Apopka, Jon's Nursery in 
Eustis, and Dewar Nurseries in Mount 
Dora, FL.  

On Thursday, Rep. Cammack will spend 
time in Wimauma at the Gulf Coast 
Research and Education Center for a 
conversation about artificial intelligence, 
the Specialty Crop Research Initiative 
(SCRI), and specialty crop block grants.  

Press interested in attending at any of the 
stops on the tour should contact Deputy 
Chief for Communications & Operations, 
Adeline Sandridge. Follow along with the 
tour stops for live updates and photos on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

----------------
Congresswoman Kat Cammack Tours 

Central Florida Agricultural Operations 
Ahead Of 2023 Farm Bill

GAINESVILLE, FL —Congresswoman 
Kat Cammack (FL-03), with the Florida 
Fruit and Vegetable Association (FFVA), 
hosted a tour of Central Florida's agricultural 
facilities to gather feedback from growers 
and producers ahead of the 2023 Farm Bill.

Every five years, Congress passes 
legislation that sets national agriculture, 
nutrition, conservation, and forestry policy, 
commonly referred to as the "Farm Bill." 
With the 2023 Farm Bill on the docket this 
year, members of the House Agriculture 
Committee are gathering feedback from 
farmers, ranchers, producers, and foresters 
in their districts and states about the must-
address issues in this year's legislation.

In an effort to collect this critical feedback 
from producers in Florida, Congresswoman 
Cammack and stakeholders toured several 
farms and nurseries throughout Central 
Florida, speaking with representatives from 
each operation about their Farm Bill 
priorities. 

Facilities on the tour included Wild Goose 
Farms in Umatilla, Dewar Nurseries, Inc. in 
Apopka, Southern Hill Farms in Clermont, 
and several other operations, with each 

including representat ives  f rom the 
University of Florida and Santa Fe College, 
as well as leaders from industries spanning 
construction, electric and utilities, senior 
living and health care, aeronautics, banking, 
and more.

Congresswoman Cammack opened the 
luncheon with a legislative update pertaining 
to the REINS Act, which she introduced at 
the start of the 118th Congress in January. 
This critical piece of legislation, which 
reasserts Congress' legislative authority and 
prevents excessive federal overreach, would 
help to remove the red tape and burdensome, 
regulatory costs that are currently impacting 
businesses across the nation.

She also spoke about her efforts to hold 
Big Tech accountable, the security risks 
surrounding TikTok, and her bill, the 
Understanding Cybersecurity of Mobile 
Networks Act, that recently passed the U.S. 
House of Representatives and the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce with 
bipartisan votes.

specializing in a different commodity. 
Congresswoman Cammack had the 
opportunity to view blueberry and citrus 
farms, plant nurseries, strawberry fields, and 
more, learning about the different aspects of 
production for each product.

Throughout the tour, she spoke with 
growers and producers about the issues 
currently impacting their operations. Topics 
discussed include adjusted gross income, 
crop insurance, safety net programs for 
specialty crops, disaster preparedness, citrus 
disease research and development, and 
more. 

Congresswoman Cammack has been a 
member  of  the  House  Agr icu l ture 
Committee since the start of her first term in 
2021, and currently serves as the lone 
Florida Republican on the committee.

If you're a farmer, rancher, producer, or 
part of a group relevant to the agriculture 
industry and wish to provide feedback about 
the Farm Bill, please visit our website at 
cammack.house.gov. 

----------------
Congresswoman Kat  Cammack 

Delivers Keynote Address At Greater 
Gainesville Chamber Of Commerce 
Luncheon

GAINESVILLE, FL –Congresswoman 
Kat Cammack served as the distinguished 
speaker for the Greater Gainesville 
Chamber of Commerce Luncheon, where 
she provided a legislative update to the local 
community and spoke with business leaders 
in Florida's Third Congressional District 
about the issues impacting their industries.

Mr. Eric Godet, President and CEO of the 
Greater Gainesville Chamber, introduced 
Congresswoman Cammack at the luncheon 
to an audience of about fifty attendees, 


